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REPORT,  1876. 


PART  I. 

MORTALITY  AND  SICKNESS. 

During  the  52  weeks  of  the  year  1876  the  returns  of  the  District  Registrars 
record  2260  births  and  1159  deaths  within  the  Borough.  The  excess  of  births 
over  deaths  is  thus  1101. 

Of  the  deaths  614  were  males  and  545  females. 

Population. — The  population  at  the  middle  of  the  year  was  estimated  to 
be  57,200  ;  an  increase  of  2,900  over  the  estimate  of  the  year  1875. 

Births. — The  birth-rate  per  1000  persons  living  was  39’5  ;  or  1*4  above 
the  average  rate  of  the  50  other  large  English  towns,  and  1'7  below  the  rate 
of  1875  in  South  Shields. 

Deaths. — Of  the  1159  deaths,  15  occurred  in  the  Workhouse  amongst  per¬ 
sons  brought  from  other  districts  of  the  Union  with  their  fatal  illnesses  upon 
them.  These  must  be  excluded  from  consideration.  The  remaining  1144 
represent  a  death-rate  of  20*0  per  1000  persons  estimated  to  be  living ;  a  rate 
less  by  2‘7  than  that  of  the  previous  year,  and  6*8  below  the  mean  of  the  last 
five  years  in  the  South  Shields  Union.  The  death  rate  is,  in  fact,  for  South 
Shields,  the  lowest  on  record ;  and  is  for  the  second  time  in  consecutive  years 
below  the  average  rate  of  other  large  towns. 

Annual  death  rate  per  1000  from  all  causes  in  the  50  large  English  tenons  and 

in  South  Shields, 


Mean 
of  10 

Mean 
of  10 

Mean 
of  10 

Mean 
of  3 

1874. 

1875. 

1876. 

years 

1841-50 

years 

1851-60 

years 

1861-70 

years 

1871-73 

50  large  towns . 

24* 

23* 

23- 

23*8 

24*5 

23*9 

22-3 

South  Shields  . 

26* 

24* 

24* 

27*5 

27*4 

22*7 

20*0 

Seasons. — The  relative  mortality  of  the  four  quarters  of  the  year  and  the 
mortality  in  corresponding  quarters  of  the  preceding  year  will  be  found  in  the 
annexed  table. 
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Annual  death-rate  per  1000,  South  Shields. 


Year. 

1st  Qr. 

2nd  Qr. 

3rd  Qr. 

4th  Qr. 

1876 

20-0 

24*0 

19T 

20*2 

16T 

1875 

227 

26*3 

20-4 

23-0 

21*0 

In  each  quarter,  it  will  be  seen,  the  rates  of  mortality  compare  most  favourably 
even  with  the  comparatively  low  rates  of  the  preceding  year.  The  somewhat 
hio-her  rate  of  the  first  quarter,  as  compared  with  the  whole  year’s  mortality, 
was  principally  attributable  to  the  cold  and  damp  weather  that  prevailed  during 
the  greater  part  of  this  period,  and  to  the  consequent  excess  in  the  deaths 
from  pulmonary  affections.  The  mean  temperature  during  the  months  of 
January,  February,  and  March  was  387°,  38*5°,  37‘8°  respectively ;  and  not 
only  was  this  below  the  average,  but — a  circumstance  still  more  inimical  to 
the  health  of  aged  people  and  young  children — in  every  month  great  and 
unusual  alternations  of  temperature  were  experienced. 

During  this  quarter,  76  deaths  were  registered  from  inflammatory  diseases 
of  the  lungs,  whilst  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year,  when  milder  weather 
prevailed,  only  51  deaths  were  so  recorded.  The  excess  during  the  cold  period 
was  most  apparent  in  the  very  early  years  of  life,  44  of  the  76  deaths,  or  nearly 
60  per  cent,  of  the  total  number,  being  of  infants  under  two  years  of  age. 

In  the  other  quarters  of  the  year,  there  is  nothing  in  the  mortality  of  the 
District  requiring  special  notice,  with  the  exception  of  the  excessive  fatality 
of  epidemic  diarrhoea  in  the  summer  and  early  autumn  months  ;  and  this 
will  be  dealt  with  under  the  head  of  zymotic  diseases.  The  last  quarter,  it 
will  be  seen,  had  the  lowest  mortality  ;  in  fact,  of  the  other  50  large  English 
town  districts,  only  one,  as  the  Eegistrar  General  in  his  Quarterly  Eeport 
remarks,  had  a  lower  death-rate. 

JjOCALITIES. — Detailed  information  respecting  the  mortality  of  the  various 
sanitary  districts  and  sub-divisions  will  be  found  in  Part  II  of  the  Eeport,  and 
in  the  Appendix. 

Ages. — The  1144  deaths  from  all  causes,  and  at  all  ages,  include  330  of 
infants  under  one  year  of  age,  or  29  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  ; 
529,  or  46  per  cent.,  of  children  below  the  age  of  5  years  ;  403,  or  36  per  cent., 
of  children  and  adults  from  5  to  60  ;  and  212,  or  18-5  per  cent.,  of  elderly 
persons  aged  60  and  upwards. 

Infant  mortality,  measui’ed  by  the  proportion  of  deaths  under  one  to  births 
registered  (the  most  reliable  method,  inasmuch  as  it  is  not  influenced  by  in¬ 
correct  estimates  of  population,  or  by  the  disproportionate  number  of  children 
in  a  town  of  recent  or  rapid  growth,)  was  equal  to  146  per  1000  ;  showing  a 


w 
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decrease  of  20  per  1000  as  compared  with  the  mortality  of  the  preceding  year ; 
or  the  larger  decrease  of  30  per  1000  as  compared  with  the  year  1874. 

The  330  deaths  under  one  year,  include  79  from  the  zymotic  class  of 
diseases,  59  of  these  being  caused  by  diarrhoea  alone ;  next  in  the  order  of 
fatality  comes  atrophy  and  debility,  from  which  the  deaths  of  72  infants  were 
registered  ;  then  tubercular  diseases,  accounting  for  52  of  such  deaths  ;  in¬ 
flammatory  diseases  of  the  lungs,  53  ;  convulsions,  40.  From  syphilis  (a 
disease.included  in  the  zymotic  class)  9  deaths  were  registered  amongst  infants; 
whilst  19  deaths  were  ascribed  to  premature  birth.  Suffocation,  accidental 
inj aides,  poison,  and  burns  each  accounted  for  one  infant’s  death. 

Although  there  has  been  a  marked  decline  in  infant  mortality,  and  although 
this  year  no  excess  as  compared  with  the  average  mortality  of  England  is 
shown,  yet  no  one  looking  over  this  list  can  doubt  that  there  is  still  room  for 
inflnite  improvement,  or  that  there  is  still  a  truly  shocking  waste  of  infant  life. 
There  are  few  indeed  of  the  deaths  above  recorded,  of  which  it  could  not  be 
truly  said,  that  with  pure  air,  wholesome  food,  and  proper  sanitary  precautions, 
they  need  never  have  occurred.  Nor  should  it  be  forgotten,  that,  if  this  be  so, 
the  much  larger  amount  of  serious,  often  permanently  disabling  illness,  which 
these  deaths  represent,  might  by  the  same  hygienic  measures  have  been  averted. 

Zymotic  Diseases. — The  annexed  table  gives  the  number  of  deaths  from 
each  of  the  seven  principal  zymotic  diseases  ;  the  distribution  of  these  deaths 
over  the  four  quarters  of  the  year  ;  and  the  relative  mortality  of  the  two  years 
1875  and  1876. 


ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

Deaths 

during' 

Year 

1876. 

Death-rate 
per  1000 
per  Annum. 

Number  of  Deaths. 

1st 

Quar¬ 

ter. 

2nd 

Quar¬ 

ter. 

3rd 

Quar¬ 

ter. 

4th 

Quar¬ 

ter. 

1875. 

1876. 

Total  deaths  from  7  ) 

principal  zymotic  > 

167 

4*2 

3-0 

31 

26 

93 

17 

diseases . ) 

1..  Small-pox  . . 

1 

•  •  • 

0-02 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2.  Measles  . 

4 

0T8 

0-07 

1 

1 

2 

•  «  • 

3.  Scarlet  Fever . 

19 

0*40 

0-33 

6 

4 

6 

3 

4.  Diphtheria . . 

11 

0-18 

0*20 

5 

1 

4 

1 

5.  Whooping-cough  ... 

23 

1-30 

0*40 

7 

12 

•  •  • 

4 

■g  [Typhus . 

1 

0-20 

0*02 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

6.  ^  j  Enteric  (Typhoid) 

13 

0-40 

0-24 

4 

1 

6 

2 

(Simple  continued. 

15 

0-29 

0-28 

5 

4 

3 

3 

7.  Diarrhoea  . . . 

80 

1*36 

1-40 

o 

tj 

2 

71 

4 

In  the  following  table  the  mortality  from  the  seven  zymotic  diseases  in 
recent  years  in  South  Shields  and  in  the  50  large  English  towns  is  com¬ 
pared. 


G 


1872. 

1873. 

1874. 

1875. 

1876. 

-  50  large  English  town  .. 

5-0 

3'5 

4*4 

3-5 

3'3 

South  Shields . 

7*2 

5-2 

5’5 

4*2 

3-0 

It  will  be  seen  that  in  1875  the  mortality  from  these  diseases  was  largely 
reduced,  whilst  in  1876,  with  a  still  further  reduction,  it  was,  for  the  first  time^ 
below  the  average  rate  of  other  towns.  With  one  noticeable  exception,  pre¬ 
sently  to  be  referred  to,  this  improvement  was  shared  in,  to  a  gi'eater  or  less 
extent,  by  all  the  more  important,  or  more  generally  prevalent,  of  the  zymotic 
diseases.  Thus,  the  mortality  from  the  fevers,  which  for  years  in  this  district 
had  been  in  excess,  but  which  in  1875  had  declined  from  1T3  to  0*82,  was  for 
the  year  under  notice  still  further  reduced  to  0*51  per  1000  persons  living. 
The  rate  from  scarlet  fever,  also,  declined  to  one-half  the  mean  rate  of  the  last 
five  years.  The  mortality  by  measles  was  reduced  in  an  equal  ratio  ;  whilst 
the  deaths  registered  from  whooping-cough  were  less  than  a  third  of  the 
number  recorded  in  the  previous  year.  But  hero  favourable  comparsion 
ceases.  Coming  to  epidemic  diarrhoea,  we  find  that  as  soon  as  the  condition 
favourable  to  its  development — a  high  temperature — appeared,  the  disease 
became  at  once  most  fatally  prevalent.  During  the  third  quarter  of  the  year 
no  less  than  75  deaths  were  recorded  from  this  disease,  against  47  in  the  cor¬ 
responding  period  of  the  previous  year.  The  equivalent  annual  rate  was  equal 
to  5*2  per  1000,  against  4*9,  the  mean  of  the  preceding  five  years  in  South 
Shields ;  3T  the  average  of  the  50  large  English  towns  for  1876  ;  and  1'6  per 
1000,  the  diarrhoea  rate  in  the  whole  of  England,  exclusive  of  the  large  towns. 

The  following  table  shows  the  weekly  record  of  deaths  from  autumnal 
diarrhoea,  and  the  various  concurrent  meteorological  conditions. 


DiarrJma  in  daies  of  death. 


DATE. 

Week  ending 

No.  of 
Deaths. 

Mean 
reading  of 
Barometer. 

Mean 

Tempera¬ 

ture. 

Rainfall 
in  Inches. 

Prevailing 

Winds. 

July .  8  ... 

1 

29-80 

59-2 

0-18 

S.AV. 

.  1^  ••• 

6 

29-91 

62-2 

0-00 

W. 

.  22  ... 

9 

30-08 

64-6 

0-10 

N.E. 

„  . 29  ... 

11 

29-83 

59-4 

0-29 

s.w. 

August...  5  ... 

10 

29-41 

58-0 

0-65 

s.w. 

„  ...  12  ... 

10 

30-00 

61-7 

0-00 

s.w. 

„  ...  19  ... 

3 

29-91 

61-5 

0-26 

S.E. 

,,  ...  26  ... 

6 

29-78 

59-2 

0-64 

N. 

September  2  ... 

9 

29-52 

54-2 

0-73 

S.Wh 

j?  9  ... 

6 

29-48 

54-2 

0-94 

S.W. 

„  16  ... 

1 

29-61 

51-0 

0-22 

N.W. 

„  23  ... 

1 

29-83 

45-1 

0-32 

S.E. 

,,  30  ... 

2 

29-58 

53-3 

0-93 

N.E. 
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Tlie  excess  in  the  mortality  from  this  disease  in  187G,  as  compared  with  the 
mortality  of  the  preceding  year,  was  entirely  owing  to  the  large  number  of 
deaths  in  the  first  month  of  the  quarter.  Thus,  in  J uly  and  the  first  three 
days  of  August,  1875,  six  deaths  occurred,  in  the  corresponding  period  of 
1876,  there  were  37.  In  the  remaining  weeks  of  each  quarter  the  deaths 
were  nearly  the  same,  being  41  in  1875,  and  38  in  1876. 

The  following  table,  in  which  the  meteorology  of  July  in  each  year  is  com¬ 
pared,  will,  therefore,  be  instructive. 


No,  of 
Deaths 

Mean 

Reading 

of 

Baro¬ 

meter. 

Mean 
Tempera¬ 
ture 
of  Air. 

Ruin- 

fall. 

WIND. 

Esti¬ 

mated 

Strength. 

Relative  proportion  of 

N. 

E. 

s. ; 

W. 

T  1  J1875 
Ju'y  1 1876 

6 

37 

29-90 

29-95 

56*5 

60-7 

5*10 

2*7 

1*5 

1*3 

12 

7 

8 

4 

4 

5 

7 

15 

In  the  period  of  excess,  we  find  a  higher  temperature,  a  smaller  rain-fall, 
and  wind  of  less  strength,  and  in  direction  less  from  the  North  and  East,  and 
much  more  from  the  West.  The  latter  condition  is  perhaps  of  special  signi¬ 
ficance  (the  others  have  often  before  been  remarked) ;  we  know  how  closely 
an  impure  atmosphere  and  a  high  diarrhoeal  mortality  are  associated ;  in  the 
pure  air  of  a  healthy  country  district,  to  whatever  height  the  temperature  may 
reach,  diarrhoea  appears  never  to  assume  that  fatal  prevalence  so  often  seen  in 
'  towns  ;  and,  returning  to  our  own  town,  we  must  expect  that  the  West  wind, 
blowing  over  the  smoky  and  more  or  less  thickly  populated  districts  on  the 
banks  of  the  Tyne  before  it  reaches  us,  will,  of  necessity,  be  much  less  pure 
•than  the  East  wind,  coming  directly  from  the  ocean. 

Other  Zymotics. — The  other  diseases  of  the  zymotic  class  require  only 
passing  notice.  Erysipelas,  rheumatic  fever,  and  puerperal  fever,  to  which  8, 
6,  and  2  deaths  respectively  were  referred,  were  each  less  fatal  than  in  the 
preceding  year.  To  croup,  on  the  other  hand,  12  deaths  were  ascribed,  against 
4  in  1875. 

Tubercular  Diseases. — This  class  of  diseases  accounted  for  235  deaths. 
The  death-rate  was  4*08  per  1000  of  the  estimated  population,  against  3*85  in 
the  preceding  year  ;  or  2*92  the  average  rate  in  England.  Phthisis,  or  con¬ 
sumption,  was,  as  usual,  the  most  fatal  of  this  class  ;  although  the  slight  excess 
in  the  mortality,  as  compared  with  that  of  the  preceding  year,  was  due  to  the 
increased  number  of  deaths  registered  from  tabes-mesenterica. 


In  the  Deport  for  1875,  a  lower  death-rate  was  recorded  than  any  that  had 
been  experienced  in  South  Shields  in  recent  years,  and  it  must  be  a  matter 
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for  congratulation  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  Borough,  that  this  year,  not  only 
has  this  favourable  condition  been  maintained,  but  that  there  has  been  a  still 
farther  considerable  reduction  in  the  mortality.  Thus,  in  a  population  esti¬ 
mated  to  have  increased  by  nearly  3000,  the  deaths  were  less  by  90  than  those 
recorded  in  the  previous  year,  or,  taking  the  increase  of  population  into  account, 
less  by  160.  Compared  with  1874,  the  number  of  recorded  deaths  was  less 
proportionally  by  456. 

The  diminution  in  the  amount  of  non-fatal  sickness  by  zymotic  disease, 
except  in  that  caused  by  diarrhoea  in  the  summer  months,  was  equally  percep¬ 
tible.  Outbreaks  of  scarlet  fever,  and  typhoid  fever,  and  several  isolated 
cases  of  diphtheria  occurred ;  but,  with  two  or  three  exceptional  instances  in 
the  case  of  scarlet  fever,  these  outbreaks  were  localized  within  very  narrow 
limits,  without  serious  difficulty.  Twice,  also,  small-pox  was  introduced  into 
the  town,  but,  by  prompt  precautions,  was  prevented  from  extending. 

The  Authority,  however,  must  not  be  satisfied  with  this  apparent  success. 
The  excessive  prevalence  and  fatality  of  diarrhoea  alone  (and  other  indications 
are  not  wanting,)  should  be  sufficient  to  prove  that  all  the  conditions  under 
which  the  accidental  introduction  of  the  contagium  of  any  of  the  more  dreaded 
maladies  may  result  at  any  time  in  a  disastrous  and  wide-spread  epidemic, 
are  still  in  our  midst — that  unwholesome  conditions  of  homes  and  their  sur¬ 
roundings  are  still  awaiting  only  a  favourable  opportunity  for  the  manifesta¬ 
tion,  even  in  this  way,  of  their  baneful  influence. 

It  is  true,  as  has  been  shown  during  the  year,  that  good  may  be  expected 
from  the  course  that  is  now  pursued — that  of  carefully  watching,  with  the 
view  to  the  adoption  of  prompt  precautions,  for  the  appearance  of  epidemic 
disease.  But  such  action,  at  its  best,  makes  no  pretence  to  guard  us  from  the 
more  insiduous,  and,  in  the  long  run,  infinitely  more  painful  and  destructive 
effects  of  the  influences  above  referred  to ;  the  impaired  general  health,  the 
obscure  sense  of  debility,  the  loss  of  spirits  and  of  mental  power — the  long 
list  of  non-epidemic  yet  eminently  preventable  diseases,  of  which  consumption 
or  scrofula  may  be  taken  as  a  type, — all  these  remain  unaffected ;  whilst  to 
rely  solely  upon  such  action  for  protection  from  epidemics  of  small-pox,  or 
cholera,  or  fever,  is  only  to  court  defeat ;  a  single  mistake — a  moment’s  loss  of 
time — and,  in  the  presence  of  conditions  favourable  to  the  spread  of  the 
disease,  all  such  precautions  may  be  overwhelmed,  and  we  ourselves  plunged 
in  irretrievable  disaster. 

The  Authority  should  only  rest  content  when  the  town  is  placed  in  such  a 
condition  that  in  no  part  can  a  congenial  spot  be  found  for  the  development  or 
propagation  of  preventable  disease. 

To  attain  this  end,  many  years  of  care  and  anxious  work  will  be  required ; 
large  improvements  will  have  to  be  undertaken,  especially  must  all  influences 
which  threaten  the  health  of  new  districts  and  property  (and  they  are  almost 
innumerable)  be  rigidly  suppressed ;  large  sums  of  money,  whose  value  may 
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not  be  at  once  returned,  will  doubtless  have  to  be  expended.  But  all  this  is 
necessary.  Health — and  to  most  of  us  health  means  money,  and  to  all,  useful¬ 
ness  and  comfort — demands  these  sacrifices ;  they  are  the  penalties  for  living 
in  a  town,  where  money  may  be  made  or  society  enjoyed,  and  they  cannot  be 
disregarded  with  impunity. 

In  return,  health,  with  its  attendant  advantages,  may,  as  I  have  said,  be 
secured.  That  is  the  inducement  which  an  efficient  sanitary  administration 
ofPers  to  South  Shields,  in  common  with  other  towns.  But  in  our  case,  other 
inducements,  if  others  be  needed,  are  not  wanting.  The  experience  of  the 
last  two  years  shows  that  this  town  may  be  made  a  very  healthy  one.  It  has 
not  naturally,  speaking  of  the  town  as  a  whole,  a  high  death-rate,  as  have  ap¬ 
parently  some  towns  by  reason  of  their  very  position  ;  if  we  have  an  excessive 
amount  of  sickness  here  it  is  our  own  fault,  we  have,  as  it  were,  manufactured 
it  for  ourselves. 

Looking  then  at  the  result  of  the  two  years’ attention  to  sanitary  affairs, 
and  considering  the  splendid  natural  advantages  which  the  town  possesses, 
swept  by  the  pure  sea  breezes,  as  it  may  almost  be  said  to  be,  when  the  wind 
is  from  any  point  but  one  of  the  compass,  and  having  amongst  its  acquired 
advantages  a  water  supply  both  pure  and  abundant,  it  is  scarcely  too  much  to 
say  that,  with  the  improved  sanitary  organization  that  I  have  indicated,  the 
town  may  become  one  of  the  healthiest  in  the  kingdom.  With  this,  with  its 
charming  coast  scenery,  and  its  beach  that  for  bathing  purposes  can  scarcely 
be  excelled,  there  can  be  no  reason  why  South  Shields  should  not  become  one 
of  the  favoured  health  resorts  of  the  North  of  England. 


PART  11. 


SANITAEY  WORK: 

ANn  PROCEBDINaS  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 
UNDER  ARTICLES  1-10,  SECTION  IV.,  OF  THE  LOCAL  GOVERN¬ 
MENT  BOARD’S  ORDER  OF  NOVEMBER,  1872. 


SECTION  I. 

“  (1.)  He  shall  inf  oral  himself,  as  far  as  practicable,  respecting’  all  influences  affecting 
“  or  threatening  to  affect  injuriously  the  public  health  within  the  District.” 

“  (2.)  He  shall  enquire  into  and  ascertain,  by  such  means  as  are  at  his  disposal,  the 
“  causes,  origin,  and  distribution  of  diseases  within  the  District,  and  ascertain  to  what 
“  extent  the  same  have  depended  on  conditions  capable  of  removal  or  mitigation,” 

“  (3.)  He  shall,  by  inspection  of  the  District,  both  systematically  at  certain  periods 
“  and  at  intervals  as  occasion  may  require,  keep  himself  informed  of  the  conditions  in- 
“  jurious  to  health  existing  therein.”  ( Extract  from  General  Order  of  the  Boards  1872. — • 
'‘Duties  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health.' ) 

“  ....  Of  these  inspections,  of  the  judgment  he  has  formed  thereon  as  to  the 

“sanitary  state  of  his  District,  and  of  the  advice  he  has  in  consequence  given  to  the 
“  Sanitary  Authority,  and  the  action  taken  by  the  Authority  thereon,  the  Annual  Report 
“shall  contain  a  full  account.”  (Instructions  of  the  Board.,  Decemher,  187G. — 'Animal 
Bejiort.' ) 

The  Borough,  as  explained  in  niy  Report  for  1875,  is  divided  into  five 
sanitary  districts,  with  sub-divisions.  These  have  been  kept  under  as  constant 
supervision  as  circumstances  have  allowed.  From  time  to  time  systematic 
inspections  of  the  several  districts  have  been  instituted  ;  and  in  many  of  the 
lower  and  more  densely  populated  quarters  of  the  town,  a  house-to-house 
visitation  has  been  made.  Such  inspections  as  are'‘here  spoken  of  are  inde¬ 
pendent  of  those  constantly  called  for  in  various  localities  by  the  appearance 
of  infectious  diseases.  They  have  brought  to  light,  as  the  following  brief  sum¬ 
mary  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  various  districts  will  serve  to  indicate, 
many  conditions  inimical  to  health.  And  they  have  led  to  the  abatement  of  a 
very  large  number  of  nuisances  ;  many  of  the  latter  perhaps  of  small  impor¬ 
tance  in  themselves,  but  in  the  aggregate  capable  of  infinite  mischief.  There 
remains,  however,  a  vast  amount  of  work  in  this  direction  to  be  accomplished. 

Before  proceeding  to  consider  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  various  districts, 
it  will  be  well  to  show  in  tabular  form  their  relative  mortality,  and  their 
lAspectivc  positions  in  regard  to  density  of  population,  &c. 


Sanitahy  Districts:  their  Population,  Density  op  Population,  Elevation  of  Site,  Birth-rate,  and  Mortality  Bates. 
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DISTRICT  I. — Sub-Divisions  1  and  2. 
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This  District  is  bounded  on  the  South  by  the  Market  Place,  King  Sti'eet,  and 
the  Ocean  Road,  and  on  the  North-West  and  East  by  the  River  and  the 
Sea.  The  Mile-end  Road,  rimning  through  it  North  and  South,  forms 
the  boundary -line  of  its  sub-divisions. 

On  its  eastern  sub-division,  a  new  building  estate,  on  which  some  180  houses 
during  tlie  past  year  have  been  erected,  is  situated  ;  with  this  exception,  the 
district  is  composed  almost  entirely  of  the  very  old  parts  of  South  Shields. 

Its  surface  presents  remarkable  irregularities,  owing  in  a  measure  to  the 
deposit  in  immense  mounds,  in  former  days,  of  the  discarded  ballast  of  ships, 
and  partly  to  its  natural  conformation.  Thus,  the  streets  locally  called  the 
“Low  streets,”  or  by  their  proper  names,  and  even  more  appropriately.  Wap- 
ping  Street  and  Shadwell  Street,  and  which  in  one  continuous  line  skirt  the 
river,  give  an  average  elevation  of  five  to  twelve  feet  only  above  ordnance  datum; 
whilst  the  ground  immediately  behind  them,  on  the  land  side,  rises  abruptly, 
often  to  a  height  of  fifty  to  seventy  feet,  but  presenting  a  very  varied  outline. 
The  streets  just  mentioned,  with  Thrift  Street,  and  the  Lung  Row,  in  the 
same  line,  are  together  nearly  a  mile  in  length.  They  are  exceedingly  narrow, 
being  wide  enough  only  in  the  majority  of  places  for  the  passage  of  one  vehi¬ 
cle  ;  on  either  side,  the  property  is  composed  of  low  class  tenement  houses, 
common  lodging  houses  (some  for  sailors,  others  for  tramps  and  women  of 
questionable  character),  manufactories,  sliops,  and  slaughter  houses.  The 
property  is  old  and  decayed;  the  houses  are  damp  and  ill- ventilated,  many 
built  against  the  banks  behind.  The  sewerage  is  imperfect,  the  levels 
being  defective  and  the  ventilation  inadequate  ;  and,  until  the  commencement 
of  the  year  under  report,  in  many  of  the  houses  were  to  be  found  large  com¬ 
mon  yard  gullies  leading  to  the  sewers. 

Except  in  connexion  with  the  larger  shops,  or  in  common  lodging  houses, 
water  closet  or  privy  accommodation  is  rarely  to  be  found ;  and,  as  often  not 
a  foot  of  open  ground  is  attached  to  the  dwellings,  and  as  the  introduction  of 
water  closets  into  the  interior  of  tenement  houses  could  only  be  fraught 
wutli  special  danger,  the  want  of  such  accommodation,  disgusting  and  injurious 
as  must  be  the  circumstances  to  which  its  absence  leads,  appears  likely  to 
continue  so  long  as  the  property  itself  is  allowed  to  remain  inhabited. 

From  the  main  streets,  if  these  “  Low  streets”  may  be  so  designated,  branch 
oflF  on  either  side,  and  at  short  intervals,  courts  and  alleys :  on  the  river  side, 
“blind”  alleys,  or  courts  leading  to  the  river;  on  the  land  side,  yards,  alleys, 
and  “steps”;  the  houses  of  which  stand,  in  apparently  inextricable  confusion, 
and  at  every  conceivable  elevation,  on  the  sides  of  the  banks  before  spoken  of. 
These  houses  exhibit  every  defect  of  those  of  the  main  streets,  in  an  aggravated 
form.  They  are  damp  and  ill-ventilated — defects  which,  from  their  position 
and  construction,  scarcely  admit  of  remedy.  Closet  accommodation  is  practi- 


cally  unknown ;  and  the  surface  of  courts  and  yards  is  usually  most  uneven 
and  dilapidated,  in  fact,  before  the  commencement  of  the  year  under  notice, 
this  was  the  case  invariably.  As  might  be  expected,  the  inhabitants  are  of 
low  character  and  unsettled  habits. 

Such  is  the  character  of  the  houses  and  courts  bordering  upon  the  river. 
Coming  to  the  banks  immediately  above,  we  must,  in  considering  the  condition 
of  the  property,  draw  a  distinction  between  that  situated  in  the  western  sub¬ 
division  ..of  the  district  (west  of  the  Mile-end  Road)  and  that  to  the  east  of 
that  boundary.  On  the  western  border  of  the  former  division,  and  occupying 
the  space  between  the  “  Bank  tops”  and  King  Street,  the  property  is  in  condi¬ 
tion  a  few  degrees  only  superior  to  that  which  we  have  already  dealt  with. 
While,  how^ever,  courts  and  alleys  still  abound,  and  houses  are  occupied  wholly 
in  tenements,  these  usually  single  rooms,  the  streets  become  more  open  and 
defined. 

In  the  centre  of  the  sub-division,  and  on  its  eastern  boundary,  are  streets 
that  were  once  the  best  in  South  Shields.  The  houses  have,  however,  now 
usually  every  room  let  off  to  a  separate  tenant ;  and  they  exhibit  all  the 
evils  ordinarily  found  associated  with  this  species  of  occupation.  It  requires 
much  more  supervision  than  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  can  afford  to  main¬ 
tain  even  moderate  cleanliness,  or  to  prevent  improper  storage  of  refuse  in 
the  numerous  out-of-the-way  cellars,  cupboards,  and  stair-heads ;  and,  when 
fever  breaks  out  in  a  tenement,  it  is  found  often  almost  impossible  to  prevent 
its  extension  to  other  rooms  on  the  common  stair  or  passage,  as  the  case 
may  be. 

As  in  the  Low  Streets,  the  closet  or  privy  accommodation  on  the  Bank- tops 
is  wholly  insufficient ;  or,  where  it  exists,  it  is  of  the  most  objectionable 
“privy-midden”  kind.  The  sewers  are  insufficiently  ventilated,  especially 
considering  the  elevated  position ;  and  on  different  occasions  the  appearance 
of  disease  (typhoid  fever  and  diphtheria),  in  this  neighbourhood,  has  been  at¬ 
tributed  to  the  escape  of  sewer  gas  into  houses.  The  paving  of  the  streets  is 
also  defective ;  and,  especially  as  regards  the  back  streets  where  paving  and 
channeling  is,  in  cases,  entirely  absent,  is  such  as  to  allow  of  the  collection  of 
surface  water  and  impurities,  for  the  efficient  removal  of  which  the  scavenging 
of  the  district  is  inadequate. 

Before  going  further,  it  will  be  instructive  to  compare  the  mortality  statis¬ 
tics  of  the  different  quarters  of  this  sub-division  situated  differently  in  respect 
of  elevation  of  site — i.e.  the  part  comprising  the  Low  Streets,  and  that  situated 
on  the  Bank-tops.  The  population  is  of  the  same  class  so  that  the  comparison 
is  particularly  valuable.  The  only  really  great  difference  in  the  relative  con¬ 
dition  of  the  dwellings  is  this  : — On  the  Bank-tops,  whatever  may  be  their 
state  as  to  cleanliness,  there  are  comparatively  few  houses  so  situated  as  not  to 
be  exposed  at  times  to  pure  air  and  sunlight;  occasionally  will  come  the  direct 
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blast  from  the  North  Sea  defying  all  impurities.  But  on  the  low  ground  this, 
condition  is  reversed.  There  there  are  many  houses  that  the  pure  sea-breeze 
— the  birthright  as  it  may  be  called  of  the  South  Shields  people— can  never 
reach,  and  that,  as  to  sunlight,  are  left  in  perpetual  gloom. 
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Further  to  the  east,  into  the  second  sub-division,  but  still  on  the  Bank-tops, 
and  facing  the  estuary  of  the  river,  and  the  sea,  are  rows  of  small  houses  of  a 
superior  kind.  The  population  is  also  of  a  better  class,  composed  largely  of 
pilots  and  persons  leading  a  sea-faring  life,  and  their  families.  The  mode  in 
which  refuse  is  disposed  of  is,  however,  probably  more  pernicious  than  in  those 
parts  where  no  closet  accommodation  whatever  exists  ;  for  here  in  every  tiny 
house-yard  a  privy-midden  of  the  old  accumulative  sort  is  situated.  The  de¬ 
fects  in  the  sewerage,  and  in  the  paving  of  the  streets,  are  the  same  as  those 
already  noticed. 

From  this  part  towards  the  town,  and  on  the  southern  slope  of  the  bank,  is 
the  new  district  previously  spoken  of  as  in  course  of  formation.  The  soil 
is  here  composed  of  an  accumulation  of  loose  sand  of  variable  depth,  overlying 
the  boulder  clay.  Beneath  this  again,  and  probably  at  no  great  depth,  are 
the  magnesian  limestone  rocks,  with  many  springs  of  water.  The  drainage 
will  be  for  the  most  part,  but  not  wdiolly  as  was  at  first  intended,  by  an 
entirely  new,  and  on  the  whole  well  ventilated,  sewer  system. 

The  subject  of  the  construction  of  new  buildings,  in  its  sanitary  aspect,  will 
be  dealt  with  in  a  succeeding  section. 


DISTRICT  II. — Sub-Divisions  1  and  2. 


The  District  extending  from  the  South  side  of  Ocean  Road  to  the  Borough 
houndarg  leyond  Westoe;  hounded  on  the  JSh.W.  hy  the  Stanhope  and  Tyne 
Raihuaypand  on  the  East  hy  the  Ocean.  The  village  of  Westoe  constitutes  the 
Second  suh -division. 

This  is  an  extensive  District.  It  is  situated  on  the  slope  of  the  hill  opposite 
to  that  on  which  District  I.  is  built,  and  has  therefore  a  northerly  aspect. 
The  surface,  while  mostly  of  clay,  tin  parts  the  boulder  clay,  in  others  the  drift 
of  a  post-glacial  epoch,)  presents,  like  that  of  the  opposite  bank,  frequent  more 
or  less  extensive  accumulations  of  loose  sand,  which  have  collected,  or  have 
been  deposited,  in  the  inequalities  of  the  older  formation. 

The  property  consists  of : — 

(1)  A  few  streets  and  terraces  of  the  better  class  of  houses. 

(2)  Small  self-contained  houses,  and 

(3)  Houses  let  in  ‘‘  flats.” 

The  occupants  of  the  latter  are  composed  of  the  more  respectable  artizan  class. 

In  the  less  elevated  portion  of  the  district,  where  the  tenement  property  is 
for  the  most  part  situated,  the  density  of  the  population  is  very  great.  Thus 
in  a  small  circumscribed  area  comprising  John  Street,  Ingham  Place,  Ivy 
Street,  Victoria  Place,  and  the  immediate  neighbourhood,  the  density  of  popu¬ 
lation  approaches  400  persons  to  the  acre.  This  was  the  less  to  be  expected, 
as  this  part  of  the  town  is  by  no  means  of  ancient  date,  and,  far  from  there 
being  any  excessive  height  of  building,  the  houses  are  conflned  to  those  of  two 
stories.  The  cause  of  the  surface  overcrowding---a  condition  which,  as  is  now 
universally  admitted,  militates  so  strongly  against  the  healthiness  of  a  district 
— must  be  looked  for  in  the  narrowness  of  the  streets  and  back  lanes  and  in 
the  smallness  of  the  yard  space.  Hor  are  these  the  only  structural  faults,  the 
back  lanes  of  this  particular  locality  are  sometimes  mere  culs-de-sac,  with 
their  only  open  termination  arched  over ;  whilst  the  invariable  presence  in 
every  small  yard  of  a  large  and  oflensive  midden  constitutes  an  excessive 
aggravation  of  every  other  evil.  Typhoid  fever,  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria,  and 
diarrhoea,  have  all  appeared  during  the  year  in  these  streets.  They  are,  how¬ 
ever,  of  insignificant  length,  otherwise  their  effect  on  the  general  health  of  the 
district  might  be  more  serious.  Elsewhere,  in  this  part  of  the  town,  the 
streets  and  thoroughfares  are,  as  a  rule,  open,  and,  with  some  reservations,* 
fairly  designed ;  the  defects  of  yard  space  and  closet  accommodation,  although 
in  places  less  pronounced,  are  almost  universal. 

Kitchens  in  the  basement,  these  often  little  else  than  damp  and  dark  cellars 
entirely  underground,  have  formed  a  favourite  adjunct  to  the  houses  in  various 
parts  of  this  district,  and  have  occasionally  been  found  occupied  separately  as 

•  e.  g.  The  very  important  matter,  in  the  interest  both  of  ventilation  ahd  architectural 
appearance,  of  preserving  cOntinlioUs  lines  of  street,  appears  occasionally  to  be  disregarded 
without  adequate  cause-. 
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dwellings.  Twenty-two  cellars,  although  built  long  subsequent  to  the  passing 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1848,  were,  like  many  others  in  other  parts  of  the 
Borough,  constructed,  indeed,  for  the  express  purpose  of  separate  occupation. 

Even  when  occupied  only  as  kitchens,  these  underground  rooms,  unless  they 
are  absolutely  dry,  well  lighted,  and  thoroughly  well-ventilated,  probably  affect 
injuriously  the  health  of  the  inmates  of  the  houses  to  which  they  are  attached. 
At  night  time  especially,  the  air  supply  of  the  house  will  be  largely  drawn 
from  the  basement  rooms,  and  unless  the  latter  be  placed  under  the  favourable 
conditions  above-mentioned,  the  air  passing  through  them  will  in  its  composi¬ 
tion  be  approaching  that  of  ground-air — that  is  it  will  have  an  undue  propor¬ 
tion  of  carbonic  acid  and  moisture,  and  will  in  other  ways  be  impure ;  while 
if  as  is  so  often  the  case — so  often  as  to  become  rather  the  rule  than  the  ex¬ 
ception — drains  of  doubtful  construction  exist  in  the  basement,  such  air  will 
at  times  contain  a  deadly  poison ;  a  fact  that  has  unfortunately  been  most 
abundantly  exemplified  in  South  Shields. 

Thorough  drainage,  by  securing  a  dry  and  well  ventilated  sub-soil,  will  to  a 
great  extent  obviate  these  evils ;  and  an  improvement  in  this  direction  has 
undoubtedly  been  effected  during  the  past  year.  In  the  main  street,  that  is, 
in  the  lowest  part  of  the  district,  a  new  trunk  sewer  has  been  constructed ; 
and  in  Winchester  Street,  a  street  composed  of  the  better  class  of  houses,  but 
where  many  of  the  underground  kitchens  are  found,  drain  pipes,  deep  enough 
to  carry  water  from  the  foundations,  have  been  laid.  This  street  stands  for 
the  most  part  upon  a  superficial  stratum  of  sand,  covering  an  impervious  bed 
of  clay;  just  one  of  those  conditions  where  sub-soil  drainage  is  so  peculiarly 
necessary,  (unless,  indeed,  as  was  nor  the  case  in  this  instance,  the  dip  of  the 
underlying  impervious  formation  is  such  as  to  secure  natural  drainage).  The 
large  volume  of  water  that  the  drain  carried  off  immediately  on  its  being  laid, 
attested  its  walue. 

The  health  of  this  street,  having  regard  of  course  to  the  class  of  the  popu¬ 
lation,  and  the  superior  description  of  the  houses,  does  not  appear  to  have  been, 
in  past  years,  altogether  satisfactory,  perhaps  for  the  reasons  I  have  indicated. 

This  year,  however,  there  has  been  an  improvement,  as  shown  not  only  in 
the  death-rate,  but  still  more  conspicuously,  when  compared  with  1875,  in  the 
diminished  number  of  cases  of  zymotic  disease  that  have  come  under  the  notice 
of  the  Department. 
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Of  course  the  death-rate  of  a  street,  for  a  single  year,  affords  no  sufficient 
evidence  on  which  to  base  conclusions  ;  but  the  iinprovement,  should  it  be  per¬ 
manent,  will  only  form  a  further  illustration  of  the  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  efficient  sub-soil  drainage ;  and  which  advantages  have  been  brought 
so  prominently  to  public  notice  in  other  towns.* 

To  the  south  of  this  district  is  a  large  building  estate,  on  which  a  hundred 
small  houses  have  already  (during  the  year)  been  erected. 

Still  further  to  the  south,  on  the  boundary  of  the  district,  is  the  village  of 
Westoe.  -  This  village,  composed  almost  entirely  of  houses  of  the  better  class, 
many  of  them  the  residences  of  the  most  opulent  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Borough,  would,  were  it  not  for  the  existence  of  a  single  defect — the  faulty 
construction  of  the  sewer  and  drain  systems,  probably  compare  not  un¬ 
favourably  in  point  of  salubrity  with  any  village  of  similar  size  in  the  three 
kingdoms.  Even  as  it  is,  the  death-rate  from  all  causes  during  the  last 
two  years  has  averaged  only  12-6  per  1000 ;  the  zymotic  rate,  IT.  Yet, 
owing  to  this  one  unfavourable  circumstance  (for  every  case  that  has  yet  oc¬ 
curred  has  been  clearly  traced  to  the  escape  of  sewer-gas  into  houses  and  its 
influence  there)  typhoid  fever,  diphtheria,  and  scarlet  fever,  in  two  or  three 
instances  in  a  severe  and  all  but  fatal  form,  have  appeared  in  the  village  dur¬ 
ing  the  year ;  as  well  as  measles  and  chicken-pox,  both  more  than  probably 
attributable  to  the  same  cause. 

A  complicated  system  of  drainage  exists  in  many  of  the  houses;  and  as  the 
drains  at  the  time  of  being  laid  were  subject  to  no  kind  of  supervision  by  the 
Authority,  and  as  in  their  construction  no  intelligent  knowledge  of  sanitary 
requirements  was  brought  into  operation,  some  patent  trap  being  usually  con¬ 
sidered  more  than  sufficient  to  ensure  perfect  safety,  it  may  readily  be  imagined 
that  the  inmates  of  such  houses  have  been  living  in  the  most  imminent  danger 
of  sewer-gas  poisoning,  and  at  times  have  suffered  severely  from  its  effects. 
The  evil,  moreover,  is  intensified  by  the  practically  unventilated  state  of  the 
main  sewer  system. 

But  now  another  danger  threatens  Westoe,  and  one  that  it  will  not  be  so 
easy  to  remove. 

It  cannot  be  expected  when  the  new  district  close-by  is  completed  and  be¬ 
comes  inhabited,  overcrowded  as  it  so  richly  promises  to  be,  with  ill-ventilated 
houses,  tiny  and  ill-paved  yards,  and  a  system  of  refuse  disposal  specially 
designed  for  the  storage  of,  I  dare  say,  hundreds  of  tons  of  putrefying  filth 
around  the  doors — it  cannot  be  expected  then,  1  say,  that  the  health  of  Westoe 
will  remain  unaffected. 

It  has  been  well  and  truly  said  that  disease  is  a  legacy  the  poor  man  be¬ 
queaths  to  the  rich.  And  if  the  latter  acted  wisely,  he  would  either  keep  the 
poor  man  at  a  safe  distance,  or,  to  adopt  a  more  humane  and  certainly  a  more 


^  See  Tenth  Report  of  tM  Mediml  Officer  of  the  Privy  €o\mt% 


practicable  course,  lie  would  see  that  the  poor  were  placed  under  such  condi¬ 
tions,  that  healthy  existence  was  for  them  also,  so  far  as  this  could  be  accom¬ 
plished  by  human  means,  secured. 


DISTRICT  III. 

TU  District  situated  letween  King  Street  on  the  N.E.,  Lay  gate  Street  and 
Lay  gate  Lane  on  the  aS^.IT.,  the  River  on  the  K.W.,  and  the  Stanhope 
and  Tyne  Railway  on  the  S.E. 

This  district  comprises  on  the  whole  the  most  densely  populated,  the  most 
low-lying,  and,  with  the  single  exception  of  the  Low  Street,  the  most  squalid 
portion  of  the  Borough.  The  sub-divisions,  however,  as  presenting  widely 
different  features,  must  be  considered  separately. 

Sub-Diyision  I. 

That  part  of  the  district  West  of  the  Passenger  Line ;  and  comprising  East 
Holhorn,  and  that  part  of  West  Holborn  East  of  Laygate  Street,  on  the 
North,  and  Commercial  Road  East  of  Laygate  Street  on  the  South  ; 
with  the  property  alutting  upon,  and  situated  betiveen,  these  thorough¬ 
fares. 

The  character  of  the  property  closely  corresponds  with  that  in  District  I. ;  the 
chief  thoroughfare  (Holborn),  skirting  the  river,  may,  indeed,  be  considered  a 
continuation  at  a  higher  level  of  the  Low  Streets.  Like  them,  the  Holborns 
are  so  narrow  as  to  admit  in  many  places  the  passage  of  only  one  vehicle 
abreast ;  the  property,  consisting  largely  of  manufactories,  sailors’  boarding 
houses,  slaughter  houses,  and  shops,  is  much  of  it  old,  and  in  a  state  of  decay ; 
wLilst  courts,  and  lanes,  and  banks,”  made  up  of  tenemented  houses  in  more 
wretched  condition,  branch-off  on  either  side. 

Behind  Holborn  on  the  land  side,  and  between  that  thoroughfare  and  Com¬ 
mercial  Road,  are  situated  high  banks,  partly  of  natural  formation,  but 
composed  principally  of  artificial  deposit.  On  these  banks  stands  some  of 
the  most  wretched  tenement  property  in  the  town.  The  advantage  of  elevation 
of  site  cannot  weigh  against  the  faults  inherent  to  the  houses ;  a  high  general 
death-rate  is  experienced ;  zymotic  disease  of  some  form  or  other  is  rarely  if 
ever  absent ;  epidemic  disease  exhibits  its  full  force  here. 

Nor  will  this  excite  surprise  when  the  houses  are  examined  closely.  Stand¬ 
ing  at  every  conceivable  elevation,  crowded  together  in  what  in  many  cases 
appears  little  more  than  a  mass  of  crumbling  ruins,  with  no  ground  attached 
to  them  but  that  common  to  the  whole  neighbourhood,  they  display  every  de¬ 
fect  of  construction  which  the  imagination  can  connect  with  human  abodes. 
Floors  of  brick  or  stone,  merely  laid  upon  the  damp  earth,  and  often  beneath 
the  level  of  the  surrounding  ground ;  damp  floors  and  walls  from  this  cause, 
or  from  dilapidated  roofs  and  spoutings ;  ill- ventilated  rooms  owing  to  original 
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faults  of  construction,  are  all  common  evils.  Closet  or  privy  accommodation 
is  either  entirely  absent,  or,  still  worse  from  a  purely  health  point  of 
view,  is  provided  for  by  large  privy-middens  situated  always  in  dangerous 
proximity  to  dwellings,  and  in  some  few  instances,  even  immediately  beneath 
inhabited  rooms. 

Bearing  in  mind  the  class  of  the  population,  the  entire  absence  of  garden 
ground  or  private  yard  space,  and  the  deficiency  of  privy  accommodation,  it 
will  strike  the  observer  at  once  as  being  a  matter  of  the  first  importance  that 
the  courts  and  open  ground  around  these  houses  should  be  thoroughly  well 
paved  and  channeled,  and  that  the  scavenging  of  the  district  should  be  of  the 
most  perfect  kind. 

Unfortunately,  however,  these  conditions  do  not  usually  go  fari  passu  with 
the  necessity  for  their  presence.  In  the  district  under  report,  until  within  the 
last  year  during  which  some  limited  improvement  has  been  made,  much  of 
the  ground  (the  passages  and  courts)  surrounding  the  houses,  was  wholly  un¬ 
paved  ;  liquid  impurities  of  all  kinds  soaked  uncontrolled  into  the  earth ; 
solid  refuse  accumulated  on  its  surface  ;  while  the  very  fact  that  the  ground 
remained  unpaved  formed  an  excuse  for  the  studied  non-attendance  of  the 
scavengers. 

Sub-Division  2. 

That  part  of  District  III.  East  of  the  Passenger  Line,  and  North-East  of 

Claypath  Lane.  (Waterloo  Vale  district.) 

Two-thirds  of  the  area  of  this  district  is  given  up  to  manufactories  of  vari¬ 
ous  kinds  ;  to  the  smoke  and  acid  vapors  of  which  it  is  much  exposed. 

The  typographical  form  of  the  district  is  that  of  a  valley  or  basin  with  steep 
descents  from  King  Street  on  the  north  and  Mount  Terrace  on  the  south. 
Up  this  hollow  (the  Mill-dam  Valley),  in  former  days,  before  it  was  blocked 
out,  the  tidal  water  of  the  Tyne  fiowed ;  forming  as  it  were  a  natural  dock. 
And,  it  may  be  added,  it  is  a  pity  from  a  health,  and  I  dare  say  also  from 
a  commercial,  point  of  view,  that  a  departure  was  ever  made  from  this  its 
original  purpose. 

The  district,  even  if  the  houses  were  in  every  way  well  constructed  and 
judiciously  designed,  could  never  be  a  desirable  one  for  habitation;  for  the 
first  hygienic  requirement  in  a  town,  and  especially  in  a  manufacturing  town 
— namely,  sufficient  elevation  of  site  to  admit  of  free  circulation  of  air  around 
the  houses,  is  wanting.  But  the  houses  that  exist  here,  at  least  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  valley,  are  in  condition  little  if  at  all  better  than  those  described 
in  the  report  on  the  first  sub-division  of  this  district.  The  sickly  odour  of 
organic  decomposition  generally  hangs  about  this  low-lying  portion,  and  when 
a  zymotic  poison  gains  access,  every  opportunity  is  offered,  by  the  state  of 
comparative  stagnation  of  the  atmosphere,  for  the  exertion  of  its  baneful  in¬ 
fluence.  For  instance,  during  the  past  year  scarlet-fever  broke  out  in  this 
quarter,  at  least  thirty  cases  occurred  in  Waterloo  Vale  and  the  close  and  ill- 
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paved  courts  and  streets  abutting  thereon ;  every  effort  of  the  sanitary  staff 
to  prevent  its  spread  was,  contrary  to  the  usual  experience  in  other  parts  of 
the  town,  utterly  unavailing ;  and,  in  effect,  the  disease  is  not  yet  eradicated 
from  that  immediate  neighbourhood. 

The  sanitary  defects  attaching  to  this  district  cannot  be  remedied  otherwise 
than  by  an  Improvement  Scheme,  and  such  a  scheme  will  ultimately  no  doubt 
have  to  be  adopted  by  the  Authority.  At  present,  the  district,  small  and  cir¬ 
cumscribed  and  insignificant  as  it  may  appear,  is  a  source  of  constant  danger, 
a  standing  menace,  to  the  health  of  the  whole  town,  especially  of  those  parts  with 
which  it  is  contiguous.  And  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  individual  owners  to 
remedy  its  defects.  Many  of  the  houses  might  unquestionably  be  condemned 
on  their  own  intrinsic  demerits  ;  but  their  mere  demolition  and  reconstruction 
would  not  remedy  the  evil.  The  whole  land  must  be  in  possession  of  one 
owner,  and  levelled  up  several  feet — at  least  fourteen  feet,  before  it  can  be 
considered  a  healthy  site  for  habitations. 

A  case,  which  shows  the  difficulties  with  which,  in  dealing  with  such  property, 
any  less  sweeping  measure  than  that  which  1  have  indicated  is  attended,  arose, 
in  connexion  with  a  row  of  cottages  in  this  district,  during  the  year.  These 
cottages,  with  defects  so  gross  that  they  could  not  be  overlooked  even  for  a 
time,  were  condemned ;  and  the  owners,  contrary  to  my  expectations,  decided 
upon  rebuilding  them.  Fortunately,  through  the  intervention  of  the  Autho¬ 
rity,  the  site  was  first  raised  some  feet  above  its  former  level;  but  although  its 
situation  was  a  most  favourable  one  for  this  purpose,  more  so  perhaps  than  that 
of  any  other  site  in  the  district,  and  although  only  a  quite  inadequate  elevation 
was  after  all  attained,  yet  the  action  gave  rise  to  protests  from  owners  of  neigh¬ 
bouring  property ;  and,  if  any  proof  were  needed,  it  was  rendered  quite  clear 
that  such  a  course  could  only  be  pursued  under  very  exceptional  circumstances. 

The  same  difficulty  constantly  meets  us  in  our  dealings  with  property  in 
other  low  neighbourhoods ;  and  in  inspecting  such  property  the  question  often 
arises, — Shall  we  for  a  time  overlook  its  numerous  defects,  until,  when  perhaps 
public  opinion  is  more  ripe  for  such  a  project,  an  Improvement  Scheme  may 
at  one  sweep  remove  them  all?  or  shall  we,  by  our  action  now,  no  doubt 
ameliorate  its  condition,  but  by  that  very  course  perpetuate  evils  which,  as  I 
have  said,  individual  effort  cannot  remove — evils  inseparable  from  the  very 
existence  of  the  property — from  the  existence  of  the  property  with  which  it  is 
surrounded— from  the  physical  conformation  of  the  land  on  wdnch  it  and  the 
surrounding  premises  are  built  ? 

Sub-Division  3. 

That  part  of  District  III.  East  of  the  Passenger  Line;  and  situated  between 
Claypath  Lane  on  the  North-East,  and  Laygate  Lane  on  the  South- 
West.  ( Green's  Estate.) 

This  is  the  most  densely-populated  district  of  the  Borough  ;  and,  although 
a  comparatively  new  one,  it  is  one  of  the  most  unhealthy. 
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It  is  low-lying,  a  condition,  as  I  have  before  observed,  so  detrimental  to 
health  in  crowded  and  smoky  towns ;  much  of  it,  and  especially  the  newer 
portion,  is  built  on  decomposing  filth  (the  town’s  refuse  and  the  refuse  of 
docks),  such  refuse  having  been  deposited  for  the  purpose  of  filling-in  worked-out 
clay-pits  (brick-fields) ;  sub-soil  drainage,  so  necessary  under  such  conditions, 
has  been  utterly  neglected  ;  and,  draining  into  this  superficial  deposit  of  loose 
artificial  soil,  held  as  it  is  in  an  impervious  and  uudrained  basin  of  clay,  stand 
in  every  house  yard,  privy-middens  of  the  accumulative  kind.  To  the  latter 
conditions — the  impurity  of  the  foundations,  and  the  mode  of  refuse  disposal  or 
storage,  must  be  ascribed  the  peculiar  unhealthiness  which,  in  certain  of  the 
newer  streets,  has  from  time  to  time  been  apparent.* 

In  the  older  streets,  built  for  the  most  part  on  natural  soil,  where  the  liquid, 
leaking  from  middens,  does  not  so  surely  reach  the  foundations,  or,  having 
reached  them,  is  not  of  necessity,  as  in  the  clay-pits,  confined  there,  febrile 
diseases  have  not,  on  the  whole,  been  so  markedly  prevalent ;  although  in  other 
respects  these  streets  are  less  favourably  situated  than  those  of  more  recent  date. 
The  yard-space,  for  instance,  of  the  former,  is  more  than  ordinarily  restricted ; 
and  the  back  lanes  are  only  half  the  width  required  by  the  present  bye-laws. 
Cellar-rooms,  also,  exist  in  different  places,  although  their  separate  occupation 
as  dwellings  is  now  prohibited;  in  one  street,  the  contents  of  the  middens 
have  to  be  removed  through  narrow  passages,  which,  although  external  to  the 
houses,  are  contiguous  with  them,  and  run  beneath  inhabited  rooms. 


DISTRICT  ly. 

The  District  extending  from  Laygate  Street  and  Laygate  Lane  S.  W,  to  the  Dean 

Burn. 

Sub-Division  1. 

That  ^art  of  the  District  North  of  the  Passenger  Line.  ( West  Holhorn^  and 

Corstorphine  and  Temple  Towns.) 

This  is  another  old  part  of  the  town.  Its  eastern  portion  partakes  closely 
of  the  character  of  the  first  (East  Holborn)  sub-division  of  the  district  last 
considered  ;  of  which  it  is,  indeed,  a  continuation.  The  houses  are,  however, 
on  the  whole,  less  crowded,  and  in  better  repair. 

Of  course  there  are  many  exceptions ;  and  of  this,  for  instance,  a  large  block 
of  tenements  known  as  “Jacob’s  Ladder”  may  be  mentioned  as  an  example. 
This  building  is  approached  only  at  the  back;  through  a  square  court  enclosed 
on  every  side  but  one,  and  in  which  until  quite  recently  two  very  large  and 
offensive  privy-middens  (two  ashpits  and  three  privies)  were  situated.  The 

•  See  particularly  my  report  to  the  Local  Grovernment  Board  on  the  Sanitary  Adminis¬ 
tration  of  South  Shields,  July  30th,  1875.  The  views  therein  expressed  subsequent  ex¬ 
perience  has  tended  to  confirm, 
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doors  and  back  windows  of  Jacob’s  Ladder”  open  into  this  court  or  yard ; 
and,  consequently,  it  is  from  the  latter  that  the  larger  portion  of  the  air  supply 
of  the  tenement  is  derived.  The  death-rate  here  during  the  last  two  years  has 
averaged  75  per  1000  per  annum.  Four  of  the  six  deaths  (the  population  is 
at  most  40)  have  been  caused  by  zymotic  affections,  the  others  by  scrofula ; 
each  of  the  former  deaths,  moreover,  represents  a  separate  and  distinct  outbreak 
of  disease. 

Some  improvement  has  been  effected  in  the  district  during  the  year  in  the 
matter  of  sanitary  conveniences,  of  which  there  is  still,  however,  a  great  de¬ 
ficiency  ;  one  row  of  cottages  has  been  closed  by  the  action  of  the  Authority. 

Further  to  the  west,  and  holding  an  intermediate  point  between  this  part 
of  the  district  and  a  large  colliery  village,  are  a  few  streets  of  more  modern 
construction,  constituting  what  is  known  as  Corstorphine  Town.  The  con¬ 
struction  of  these  houses  is  most  faulty ;  the  privy-and-ashpit  nuisance  exists 
in  all  its  unmitigated  loathsomeness ;  and  several  of  the  streets  and  back  lanes 
are  partially  unpaved.  Diarrhoea  was  extremely  prevalent  here  in  the  summmr 
months  ;  scarlet  fever  is  endemic  to  the  locality.  During  the  last  two  years, 
the  average  annual  death-rate  per  1000,  from  all  causes,  has  been  33‘4  of  an 
estimated  population  of  1200 ;  the  zymotic  rate  has  averaged  6-5.  In  the 
other  parts  of  the  sub-division — the  property  be  it  remembered  being  older, 
most  observers  would  say  more  squalid,  a  fourth  of  the  remaining  730  houses 
(or  thereabouts)  being,  in  short,  condemned  as  unfit  for  habitation — the  death- 
rate  during  the  same  period  from  all  causes  and  from  the  zymotic  diseases 
averaged  24‘8  and  4'6  per  1000,  respectively. 

Corstorphine  Town  stands  in  somewhat  of  a  hollow,  but  this  circumstance 
alone  cannot  account  for  its  conspicuous  unhealthiness,  as  compared  even  with 
an  unhealthy  district. 

The  difference  in  the  relative  condition  of  the  different  parts  of  this  sub¬ 
division  which  affects  the  more  modern  quarter  so  adversely  is  principally  this: 
— In  the  older  quarter,  privy  or  closet  accommodation  is  often  entirely  absent, 
and  is  always  most  sparingly  provided ;  in  the  other,  such  accommodation  is 
at  every  door. 

It  is,  in  short,  an  illustration  of  a  fact  that  is  incessantly  forcing  itself  upon 
our  notice ;  namely,  that  it  is  better  that  the  people,  although  their  houses 
may  very  likely  consist  of  only  a  single  room  and  a  pantry,  should  be  left, 
without  any  sort  of  privy  accommodation,  to  deal  with  their  refuse  as  best 
they  can,  disgusting,  and  horrible,  and  brutalizing,  as  every  circumstance  of 
such  a  plan  may  be,  than  that  there  should  be  provided  in  connexion  with  their 
houses  such  privies  and  ashpits  as,  I  regret  to  say,  are  every  day  being  con¬ 
structed,  with  the  approval  of  the  Authority,  and  under  the  sanction  of  the 
bye-laws,  in  every  new  house  yard. 

The  Colliery  Village  before  spoken  of,  at  the  west  of  the  sub-division,  is 
soon  to  be  demolished,  and  it  requires  therefore  only  passing  notice.  170  of 


the  houses  were  certified  unfit  for  habitation  two  years  ago ;  and  now  plans 
for  the  erection  of  an  entirely  new  village  on  another  site  have  been  submitted 
to  the  Council,  and  approved.  Of  course,  in  a  large  undertaking  of  this  kind, 
involving  as  it  does  an  expenditure  of  many  thousands  of  pounds,  the  same  ex¬ 
pedition  cannot  be  expected  as  in  small  transactions.  Still,  I  think  I  only 
echo  the  opinion  of  the  Authority  when  I  say,  that  the  work  of  carrying  out 
the  scheme  of  improvement  has  been  unduly  delayed. 

Sub-Division  2, 

That  part  of  the  District  situated  to  the  South-East  of  the  Passenger  Line* 

{Eldon  Street  and  neighbourhood. ) 

Although  this  sub-division,  for  convenience  of  inspection,  is  grouped  in  the 
same  district  as  the  sub-division  last  considered,  it  presents  altogether  different 
characteristics.  It  is,  in  fact,  an  almost  entirely  new  and  rapidly  extending 
portion  of  the  Borough.  The  front  streets  are  open  and  well  designed ;  and  the 
houses,  although  usually  occupied  in  “  flats,”  are  such  as  are  inhabited  by 
the  more  respectable  of  the  artizan  class,  or  the  class  immediately  above  them 
in  the  social  scale. 

The  district  lies  somewhat  in  a  hollow — on  the  south  the  land  rises  naturally, 
on  the  north  and  east  are  high  and  extensive  banks  of  artificial  deposit ;  and 
that  this  defect  might  be  in  a  measure  corrected,  the  greater  part  of  the  dis¬ 
trict  has  been  raised  some  feet  above  its  natural  elevation.  The  material 
used  in  this  filling-in  process  has  not,  however,  always  been  of  an  innocent 
character ;  and  it  would  appear  that  in  proportion  as  the  difficulties  of  dispos¬ 
ing  of  the  town’s  refuse  have  increased,  the  offensiveness  of  this  filling-in 
material  has  become  greater ;  in  fine,  that  the  dictates  of  common  prudence 
have  been  silenced,  and  that  such  refuse  lias  been  used  for  the  purpose  in 
question.  The  prejudicial  effects  of  this  practice  are  no  doubt  confirmed  by  the 
special  physical  conformation  of  the  district.  The  refuse,  as  already  described, 
is  deposited  in  a  hollow  basin,  in  which  water  from  the  higher  land  of  the 
neighbourhood  constantly  collects.  Under  these  circumstances  the  oxidation 
of  its  organic  particles  is  retarded,  and,  probably,  unwholesome  putrefactive 
changes  are  at  the  same  time  induced. 


DISTRICT  y. 

The  District  extending  from  the  Dean  Rivulet  or  “  Burn''  to  the  River  Don^ 
bounded  on  the  South-West  by  the  Railway ,  and  on  the  North-East  by 
the  Tyne, 

Sub-Division  1. 

Tyne  DocTc^  East  of  Learn  Lane. 

This  is  another  comparatively  new  District,  very  similar  in  the  character  of 
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its  houses  aud  population  to  tliat  last-named.  It  is  built  on  a  slope,  with  a 
northerly  aspect,  and  possesses  considerable  natural  advantages,  both  in 
respect  of  elevation,  and  in  the  facilities  which  are  offered  for  drainage. 

The  latter  is,  however,  exceptionally  faulty.  Not  only  are  the  sewers  un¬ 
ventilated,  and  consequently  exceedingly  foul,  but  the  private  drains,  where- 
ever  these  are  situated  in  the  interior  of  the  houses,  are  almost  invariably 
defective.  As  might  be  expected,  serious  outbreaks  of  disease  have  been 
repeatedly  attributed  to  this  circumstance.* 

The  mode  of  refuse  disposal  is  the  same  as  in  other  parts  of  the  Borough. 
In  the  summer  months  diarrhoea  was  here  widely  prevalent ;  and  the  particu¬ 
larly  offensive  condition  of  the  middens  was  then  a  subject  of  pressing  and 
general  complaint  amongst  the  inhabitants. 

Several  of  the  streets  and  back  lanes  of  this  district  are  unpaved ;  the  surface 
of  the  house  yards,  as  in  many  other  parts  of  the  Borough,  are  very  generally 
broken  and  dilapidated ;  conditions  both  *of  which  give  rise  to  the  collection 
and  retention  of  surface  impurities,  and  the  consequent  pollution  of  the 
atmosphere. 

Sub-Division  2. 

East  Jarroiv, — From  Learn  Lane  to  the  Parliamentary  Boundary, 

This  part  of  the  district  is  only  occupied  by  dwellings  at  its  western,  or 
more  remote,  extremity.  There,  a  few  streets,  the  houses  being  mostly  of  a 
wretched  description,  cluster  round  the  alkali  and  iron  works  wdiich  give 
occupation  to  the  inhabitants.  The  district  is  much  neglected.  The  scaveng¬ 
ing,  such  as  it  is,  is  done  by  contract,  and  is  scarcely  worthy  of  the  name ; 
and  the  streets,  with  the  exception  of  the  main  thoroughfare,  and  this  is  most 
defective,  are  un])aved.  The  atmosphere  of  the  neighbourhood  is  much 
polluted  by  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  which  is  given  off  by  the  liquid  (containing 
soluble  sulphides  of  calcium)  which  drains  from  immense  deposits  of  alkali  or 
soda  waste. 

*  The  subject  of  the  improvement  (ventilation)  of  the  sewers  in  this  district  is  under 
consideration. 


SECTION  II. 

ADVICE  TO  THE  SANITARY  AUTHORITY. 

(4.)  He  shall  be  prepared  to  advise  the  Sanitary  Authority  on  all  matters  affecting’ 
the  health  of  the  District,  and  on  all  Sanitary  points  involved  in  the  action  of  the 
Sanitary  Authority  ;  and,  in  cases  requiring  it,  he  shall  certify,  for  the  guidance  of  the 
Sanitary  Authority,  or  the  Justices,  as  to  any  matter  in  respect  of  which  a  Certificate 
“  of  a  Medical  Ofldcer  of  Health,  or  a  Medical  Practitioner  is  required  as  the  basis  or  in 
aid  of  sanitary  action.” 

“  (5.)  He  shall  advise  the  Sanitary  Authority  in  any  question  relating  to  health  in* 
volved  in  the  framing  and  subsequent  working  of  such  bye-laws  and  regulations  as  they 
may  have  power  to  make.”  (Extraotfrom  Board's  Order  ‘  Duties  of  Medical  Officer  of 
^Health.') 

The  advice  given  to  the  Sanitary  Authority  under  these  articles  has  had 
reference  to  the  following  matters  ^ — 

1.  The  disposal  of  house  refuse  ; 

{a)  By  the  inhabitants  at  large  ; 

Cb)  By  the  scavengers. 

The  scavenging  of  certain  localities. 

2.  The  Sanitary  requirements  of  New  Buildings ; 

(a)  As  to  the  necessary  elevation  of  site ;  and  as  to  the  struc¬ 
ture  of  house  foundations  ^ 

(&)  As  to  the  condition  of  the  superstructure,  and  the  ven¬ 
tilation  of  rooms ; 

(c)  As  to  the  construction  of  house-drainage ;  and 
{d)  As  to  the  open  space  about  dwellings, 

3.  The  Yentilation  of  Sewers, 

4.  The  Paving  of  Courts  and  Alleys. 

b.  The  Closing  of  Houses  unfit  for  habitation, 

6.  The  Provision  of  Slaughter-houses  by  the  Corporation;  and  the 

suppression  of  nuisances  connected  with  private  slaughtering. 

7.  The  Provision  of  Hospital  Accommodation. 

8.  The  Inspection  required  in  the  Borough  for  Sanitary  purposes. 
Bye-laws  have  been  made  under  the  80th  section  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 

for  the  regulation  of  Common  Lodging  Houses ;  and  other  regulations  relat- 
ing  to  the  construction  of  House-drainage  have  been  passed.* 

1. — The  Disposal  of  Refuse.— This  subject,  like  some  others  enumerated 
above,  has  of  necessity  been  alluded  to  in  the  foregoing  pages.  It  cannot, 

*  These  regulations  were  made  in  pursuance  of  the  powers  conferred  by  the  21st  bye¬ 
law,  which  provides  that  the  mode  of  drainage  of  buildings  shall  be  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  Local  Board. 
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however,  receive  too  much  attention ;  for  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  of  all 
the  dangers  which  threaten  the  public  health  of  this  town,  those  connected 
with  the  disposal  of  house-refuse  are  the  most  perilous,  and  call  most  loudly 
for  remedy. 

The  conditions  under  which  a  privy  or  ashpit  is  now  considered  admissible 
in  a  town,  and  the  conditions  which,  in  new  codes  of  bye-laws,  are  enforced 
by  the  Local  G-overnment  Board,  are  as  follow: — ■ 

1.  That  it  shall  be  of  only  such  size  as  will  allow  of  a  week's  accumu¬ 

lation  of  refuse. 

2.  That  it  shall  be  water  tight ;  with  a  smooth  and  impervious  internal 

surface. 

3.  That  no  part  of  the  floor  thereof  shall  be  beneath  the  surface  of  the 

ground  adjoining. 

In  addition,  it  is  essential  to  the  proper  working  of  any  system  of  refuse 
disposal — especially  in  the  poorer  neighbourhoods,  that  it  should  be  under  the 
direct  and  constant  supervision  of  persons  employed  by  the  Authority. 

How  lamentably  we  deviate  from  these  requirements  may  be  gathered  by 
a  reference  to  our  bye-laws,  in  which  it  is  enacted,  that 

1.  The  ashpit  shall  not  be  of  smaller  internal  dimensions  than  twenty- 

five  superficial  feet ! 

2.  That  it  shall  be  twelve  inches  lelow  the  level  of  the  yard; 

3.  That  it  shall  be  drained  into  the  sewer. 

Whilst  the  term  “  paved”  in  the  bye-laws  as  applied  to  the  floor  of  the  ashpit 
and  privy,  has  been  construed  into  loosely  bricked ;  the  bricks,  of  the  com¬ 
monest  description,  being  laid  simply  upon  the  earth  without  the  application 
of  either  mortar  or  cement. 

Every  house-yard  then  presents  the  spectacle  of  an  enormous  privy-pit, 
designed  for  the  special  purpose  of  favouring  a  large  accumulation  of  foetid 
refuse ;  its  floor  sunk  beneath  the  surface,  so  as  to  ensure  from  its  sieve-like 
bottom  the  soakage,  unnoticed,  of  the  foulest  liquid  into  the  foundations  of 
the  house.  Or,  occasionally,  when  for  some  reason  it  does  not  soak  in  this  way 
so  rapidly  away,  this  liquid  may  be  seen  oozing  through  the  walls  of  the  mid¬ 
den,  above  the  surface. 

Such  is  the  closet  accommodation  which  is  considered  suitable  to  the  necessities 
of  this  populous  town,  and  which,  attached  to  row  after  row  of  houses,  is  at  this 
moment  being  erected  in  new  districts.  It  is  the  accommodation  which  tlie  late 
Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the  Privy  Council  and  Local  Grovernment  Board  alluded 
to  when,  in  a  report  issued  by  the  Government,  he  said — “  of  all  the  filth  in- 
‘^fluences  which  prevail  against  human  life  in  this  country,  privies  of  the 
“ accumulative  sort  operate  undoubtedly  to  far  the  largest  extent”;  the  ac¬ 
commodation  that  the  ‘‘  Committee  appointed  by  the  Local  Government 
Board,  to  inquire  into  the  several  modes  of  treating  Town  Sewage  (1876),” 

utterly  condemn  ;”  and  it  is  the  accommodation  that  the  Board,  in  a  recent 


communication  to  the  Guardians  of  this  Union  on  the  subject  of  the  New 
Workhouse,  said  was  for  the  paupers  living  in  the  open  country  “  wholly 
inadmissible.” 

I  have  advised  the  Authority  to  abandon  this  system,  but  hitherto  without 
success.  Several  privy-middens  have  been  removed  from  courts  and  yards 
and  the  most  crowded  streets,  and  water-closets,  a  few  of  these  of  the  trough- 
closet  variety,  substituted  in  their  room ;  but  the  utter  futility  of  such  efforts 
of  the  Health  Department  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  to  every  midden 
that  has  been  pulled  down,  twelve,  at  least,  have  been  erected. 

I  have  already  spoken  of  parts  of  the  town  unprovided  with  any  sort  of 
privy  accommodation,  and  no  doubt  many  people,  shuddering  at  the  thought, 
will  consider  that  I  am  wanting  in  my  duty  to  permit  of  such  a  state  of  things. 

It  has  happened  that  where  notice  has  been  served  to  provide  for  this 
deficiency,  and  the  owner  or  person  responsible,  refusing  the  advice  of  the 
sanitary  officers,  has  insisted  upon  erecting  the  privy-midden  sanctioned  by  the 
bye-laws,  the  tenants  have  soon  themselves  begged  for  the  removal  of  the  new 
erection  ;  and  in  other  ways  its  ill  effects  have  been  manifested.  In  short,  it  has 
been  rendered  abundantly  clear  that  under  no  circumstances  must  the  officers 
of  this  Department  sanction  or  approve  the  provision  of  the  ordinary  privy 
and  ashpit ;  nor  must  they  take  action  that,  directly  or  indirectly,  would  lead 
to  such  provision. 

{h)  The  deposit  of  refuse  on  building  land‘s  and  on  open  spaces ^  often  in 
crowded  neighbourhoods. — This  subject  has  been  constantly  before  the  Au¬ 
thority,  and  in  spite  of  prohibitory  orders  issued  from  time  to  time  such 
deposit  is  still  going  on,  in  direct  violation  of  the  bye-laws,  in  different  parts 
of  the  town.  Ground  that  will  soon  be  building  sites,  has  been,  and  occasion¬ 
ally  is  still  being,  made  use  of  for  this  purpose ;  and  open  spaces  that  should 
be  a  means  of  revivifying  the  air  of  crowded  neighbourhoods  are  by  this  con¬ 
tinued  deposit  becoming  a  source  only  of  air  pollution. 

The  scavenging  department  is  driven  to  these  most  objectionable  devices  by 
the  extreme  difficulty  that  is  experienced  in  getting  rid  of  the  town’s  refuse ;  / 
and  the  only  remedy  that  I  have  been  able  to  suggest,  is  an  entire  change  in 
the  system  of  refuse  disposal.  Then,  if  pail  or  box  closets,  or  properly  con¬ 
structed  privies,  properly  scavenged,  were  introduced,  the  excreta  would  form 
a  valuable  manure,  whilst  the  dry  ash,  stored  and  collected  separately,  would 
be  comparatively  innocuous,  and  might  be  useful  for  many  purposes;  or,  if 
water  closets  were  decided  upon,  the  excreta  would  be  at  once  carried  to  the 
sea.  At  present,  the  farmers  will  scarcely  have  the  refuse  at  any  price ;  its 
admixture  with  ashes  detracts  much  from  its  value,  and  besides  they  know 
that  by  far  its  richer  portion  has  already  gone  to  manure  the  foundations  of 
the  town  ;  and  it  cannot  be  expected  that  anyone  will  take  it  at  second  hand. 

2. — New  Buildings. — It  has  been  felt  that  in  the  better  construction  of 
new  houses  must  the  first  decisive  steps  be  taken,  towards  real  and  permanent 


2S 

improvement  in  the  sanitary  condition  of  this  town.  To  enter  into  schemes 
of  improvement  in  old  districts,  while  houses,  and  streets  of  houses,  and  whole 
neighbourhoods,  whose  condition  in  point  of  salubrity  will  in  a  few  years  be 
scarcely  if  at  all  superior  to  that  of  the  districts  towards  which  our  schemes  of 
improvement  are  directed,  are  springing  up  around  us,  is  at  best  only  to  demolish 
a  mole-hill  in  one  direction  whilst  raising  a  mountain  of  troubles  in  another. 

New  houses,  speaking  generally,  have  appeared  to  fall  short  of  what  should 
be  required  for  the  purposes  of  health,  in  the  following  particulars : — 

As  io  site  and  foundations  : 

*  1 .  The  want  of  sufficient  elevation  of  site. 

*  2.  The  improper  leveling  up  of  the  site  with  refuse  largely  im¬ 

pregnated  with  animal  and  vegetable  matters. 

Z.  Dampness  of  the  site ;  by  reason  of, 

*  (a)  A  want  of  sub-soil  drainage ; 

f  (&)  The  want  of  a  covering  to  the  foundations,  of  a  sufficient 
thickness  of  concrete  or  other  impervious  material } 

*  (c)  The  absence  of  thorough  ventilation,  often  an  entire 

absence  of  ventilation,  beneath  the  basement  floors } 

*  (d)  The  occasional  neglect  to  so  convey  rain  water  from 

the  roofs  of  buildings  as  to  prevent  its  soaking  into  the 
foundations. 

As  io  the  superstructure : 

1.  Dampness  of  the  walls  j  through  one  or  more  of  the  following 
causes : 

f  {a)  The  absence  of  a  damp  proof  course  in  the  base  of  the 
wall ;  ^ 

f  ijb)  The  want  of  sufficient  thickness  of  the  walls  j  with  the 
use  of  inferior  and  porous  bricks  ; 
f  (c)  The  use  of  inferior  mortar ;  and  the  neglect  to  properly 
bed  each  brick  in  mortar,  so  that  the  wall  is  not  well 
and  solidly  built. 

^  2.  The  absence  of  means  of  ventilation  in  small  sleeping  rooms 
unprovided  with  fireplaces, 
to  Drainage.- 

*  1.  The  occupation  of  certain  streets  before  the  sewerage  of  the 

district  is  completed ;  with  the  consequent  flow  of  sewage 
matter  into  the  back  lanes,  and  on  the  adjacent  land. 

*  The  paragraphs  distinguished  thus,  relate  to  conditions  the  remedy  for  which  is 
prescribed  in  the  Borough  Bye-laws,  and  the  defects  in  question,  therefore,  when  found 
in  connection  with  a  new  building,  indicate  a  violation,  to  that  extent,  of  those  ordi¬ 
nances, 

•f-  The  defects  referred  to  in  paragraphs  marked  by  a  dagger  are  not  provided  for  in 
the  bye-laws ;  they  indicate,  therefore,  in  a  corresponding  degree,  the  necessity  of  revisal 
of  the  code  now  in  force. 
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And  where  drains  exist  in  the  interior  of  houses : 

*  2.  The  (until  recently)  nnventilated  state  of  all  such  drains, 

f  3.  The  carrying,  unnecessarily,  of  all  such  drains  (sink  and 
bath  pipes,  cistern  overflows,  &c.,)  into  direct  communication 
with  the  common  sewer. 

f  4.  The  carrying  of  surface  drains  (these  sometimes  mere  land- 
tiles  with  open  •  joints),  although  in  direct  communication 
with  the  sewer,  beneath  the  basement  floors  of  houses, 
j-  5.  The  insufficient  care  bestowed  on  the  construction  of  all 
drains  that  pass  beneath  houses ;  it  being,  at  best,  the  prac¬ 
tice,  and  one  sanctioned  by  the  bye-laws,  to  embed  such  drains 
in  puddled  clay,  which  dries  and  cracks,  instead  of  in  concrete, 
f  6.  The  generally  injudicious  construction  of  water-closets ; 
their  improper  situation  in  houses,  necessitating  in  some 
cases  the  carrying  of  long  lengths  of  soil-pipe  within  the 
house;  together  with  the  absence  of  ventilation,  and  the 
otherwise  imperfect  construction,  of  such  pipes. 

As  to  the  open  space  around  dwellings: 

1.  The  want  of  sufficient  yard  space ;  through, 

j-  (a)  The  insufficiency  of  the  space  required  by  the  bye-laws  ; 
*  {!))  The  want  of  greater  stringency  in  the  carrying  out  of 
the  bye-laws. 

2.  The  confined  condition  of  such  yard  space  and  its  improper 

curtailment ;  owing  to, 

f  (a)  The  erection  of  off-shoots  (additional  rooms) ;  in  many 
streets,  from  the  back  of  every  house ; 
t  (^)  Often,  the  excessive  number  and  size  of  outbuildings, 
such  as  large  covered  staircases  leading  to  upper  ‘‘flats,” 
&c.§ 

*  3.  The  improper  level  of  the  house  yards.  The  latter,  in  cer¬ 

tain  new  streets,  being,  together  with  the  ground  floors  of 
the  houses,  considerably  below  the  level  of  the  adjoining 
back  lane. 

4.  The  miry,  damp,  and  offensive  condition  of  the  open  spaces 
around  houses  in  certain  new  districts ; 
t  (a)  Of  the  streets  and  back  lanes,  owing  to  their  being 
unpaved  and  unchannelled,  sometimes  for  months  after 
the  houses  are  occupied. 

§  These  external  staircases  not  only  impede  the  free  circulation  of  air  at  the  backs  of 
the  houses,  but  being  as  I  have  said  wholly  covered  in  and  usually  unventilated,  and  as 
they  terminate  in  the  yard  hard  by  the  middenstead,  they  form,  as  it  were,  a  funnel  by 
which  foul  gases  are  transmitted  to  the  rooms  or  “  flats”  above.  Two  outbreaks  of 
typhoid  fever  during  the  year  appeared  to  be  determined  by  this  circumstance  ;  and 
deaths  from  diarrhoea  also  occurred  in  rooms  so  situated. 
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•f  {h)  Of  the  yards,  owing  to  their  being  paved  loosely  with 
the  commonest  bricks,  instead  of  with  concrete  ;  and  to 
the  consequent  speedy  state  of  unevenness  and  dilapida¬ 
tion  into  which  they  fall. 

It  will  be  unnecessary  for  me  to  discuss  here  the  evils — the  loss  of  life  and 
health  and  comfort — that,  time  after  time,  have  been  found  resulting  from  the 
defects  here  enumerated.  That  has  all  been  fully  done  in  my  fortnightly  re¬ 
ports  to  the  Authority. 

I  have  advised  the  more  stringent  enforcement  of  existing  bye-laws ;  and 
where  bye-laws  have  been  found  wanting,  I  have,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
Town  Clerk,  framed  others  for  the  Oouncil’s  approval.  (See  Appendix.) 

The  latter  have  been  adopted  by  the  Authority  as  recommendations  to  the 
builders ;  with  the  understanding  that,  should  this  course  not  prove  sufficient 
to  ensure  their  due  observance,  steps  will  be  taken  to  give  them  the  force  of 
bye-laws  duly  confirmed. 

The  Authority  has,  indeed,  throughout,  shown  a  marked  and  increasing 
desire  to  raise  to  a  proper  standard  the  character  of  new  buildings.  A  special 
sub-committee  has  been  appointed  to  examine  all  plans  submitted  for  the 
Council’s  approval ;  orders  have  been  given  for  the  enforcement  of  bye-law^s ; 
and  diagrams,  illustrating  the  proper  mode  of  construction  of  house  drainage, 
have  been  issued. 

In  spite  of  all  this,  however,  although  there  has  certainly  been  improvement, 
the  difficulty  of  securing  the  proper  observance  of  the  Authority’s  regulations 
— even  those  having  the  force  of  bye-laws — is  still  very  far  indeed  from  being 
overcome ;  and  it  is  evident  that  much  firmness  is  required  to  wean  many 
builders  from  a  laxity  and  want  of  precision  in  their  relations  to  the  Authority, 
and  in  their  observance  of  the  Authority’s  bye-laws,  which  has  unfortunately 
grown  up,  much  to  the  injury  already  of  the  best  interests  of  the  town. 

3. — The  Ventilation  of  Sewehs. — In  certain  districts  the  more  free 
ventilation  of  the  public  sewers  is  much  required  ;  and  in  consequence  of  the 
occurrence  in  different  parts  of  the  town  of  several  cases  of  typhoid  fever,  and 
other  infectious  diseases,  attributable  to  this  defect,  I  was  instructed  by  the 
Authority  at  the  commencement  of  the  year  under  report,  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Borough  Surveyor  to  such  sewers  as  from  time  to  time  were  found 
defective  from  this  cause.  The  following  report  of  the  Surveyor,  with  which 
I  have  just  been  favoured,  is  sufficiently  explanatory : — 

SEWER  VENTILATION. 

“  Wapping  Street. — No  special  ventilators  have  as  yet  been  put  into  this  district,  but  the 
sewer  will  be  largely  benefitted  by  the  higher  sewers  which  come  into  it  from  the  Roman 
Remains,  and  which  are  thoroughly  ventilated.” 

'•'■Military  Road. — My  men  are  now  busy  with  eight  sewer  ventilators' between  the  top 
of  the  Long  Bank  and  Lawe  Cottages.  These  sewers  are  also  connected  with  the  new 
sewers  at  the  Roman  Remains.” 

“  Wellington  Street  and  Heugh  Street. — Not  yet  attended  to,” 
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“  Westos. — Two  surface  and  one  shaft  ventilator  have  recently  been  erected,  and  several 
on  the  main  sewer  below  Westoe,  which  is  now  connected  with  the  new  system.” 

'"'•Master  Mariners'  Cottages. — 

'•'Ogle  Terrace, — 

“  Victoria  Terrace. — 

Street. - 

“  West  Holdorn. — One  erected  up  gable. 

'■'•Raglan  Street  and  Orange  Street. — Both  sewers  ventilated  by  surface  ventilators — ■ 
three  or  four  in  each  back  street.” 

I  have  since  advised  the  more  energetic  carrying  out  of  the  necessary  work ; 
and,  to  this  end,  the  substitution  of  open  gratings  for  the  present  closed  covers 
of  all  man-holes,  except  where  the  latter  are  in  exceptionally  confined 
situations. 

4.  — The  Pavino  of  Courts  and  Alleys. — A  most  important  matter,  and 
one  the  necessity  of  which  is  much  and  very  generally  felt.  Some  limited 
improvement  has  been  made  during  the  year  by  the  paving  of  certain  courts 
in  the  Low  Streets,  and  by  the  paving  (with  “chips”)  of  parts  of  the  banks 
behind  Holborn.  Much  work,  however,  in  this  direction  is  required. 

5.  — Houses  unfit  for  Habitation. — Allusion  has  already  been  made 
(p.  20)  to  the  difficulties  which  stand  in  the  way  of  dealing  with  this  class  of 
property,  by  the  mere  action  of  individual  owners.  Tliirty  houses  unfit  for  habi¬ 
tation  have  been  closed  by  order  of  the  Health  Authority  during  the  year.  A 
considerable  number  (153)  of  such  houses  have  undergone  alteration  and 
repair,  the  latter  in  most  cases  only  of  a  temporary  character.  Seventy- 
eight  cellars,  that  at  the  commencement  of  the  year  were  occupied  separately 
as  dwellings,  are  now  either  closed  or  used  only  as  kitchens  or  wash-houses. 
At  least  none  are  now  allowed  to  be  held  in  separate  occupation ;  and  so  far 
as  possible,  although  this  when  they  are  let  as  kitchens  is  a  matter  of  some 
difficulty,  their  use  as  sleeping  apartments  is  prevented.  As  to  the  colliery 
village  at  Corstorphine  Town,  the  houses  of  which  were  certified  in  the  pre¬ 
vious  year  unfit  for  habitation,  the  Authority  determined  to  limit  the  time  for 
which  such  houses  should  remain  occupied.  The  time  stated,  the  first  of 
January,  1877,  has  passed,  and  no  change  is  effected. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  property  which  is  now  built  is  of  this  description: 
— The  houses  are  in  “  flats each  tenement  consists  of  two  rooms,  front  and 
back ;  there  is  no  passage,  at  least  on  the  ground  floor,  the  two  rooms  forming 
the  tenement  communicating  directly  by  a  doorway  in  the  partition  wall. 
Now  in  several  houses  of  this  class,  and  the  practice  threatened  to  become 
quite  general  in  certain  localities,  this  door  of  communication  between  the  two 
rooms  was  nailed  up,  and  each  room,  front  and  back,  let  off  to  a  separate 
tenant.  This  was  a  distinct  infraction  of  the  bye-law  which  requires  that 
before  the  erection  of  any  new  building*  notices  and  plans  shall  be  deposited 

*  The  Local  Government  Act  defines  the  erection  of  a  new  building  to  be,  amongst 
other  things,  “  the  conversion  into  more  than  one  dwelling  house  of  a  building  originally 
constructed  as  one  dwelling  house  only.” 
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with  the  Authority.  It  had  the  effect,  moreover,  in  the  cases  under  notice,  of 
seriously  interfering  with  the  ventilation  of  the  rooms  ;  of  causing  overcrowd¬ 
ing  ;  and  of  depriving  the  tenants  of  the  front  rooms  of  easily  accessible 
yard  space,  water  closet,  or  privy  accommodation,  and  drainage ;  so  that  had 
all  the  necessary  forms  been  complied  with,  the  alteration  could  not  have  been 
permitted. 

6. — The  SLAUHHTEEiNa  OF  Cattle. — The  operations  of  the  butcher  are 
carried  out  in  this  town  in  a  very  primitive  manner.  The  provisions  of  the 
Towns  Improvement  Clauses  Act  of  1847,  (now  incorporated  with  the  Public 
Health  Act),  which  required  that  then  existing  slaughter  houses  should  be 
registered,  and  placed  under  proper  regulations  and  supervision,  and  that 
slaughter  houses  erected  or  established  at  a  subsequent  period  should  be 
licensed,  might,  for  all  that  has  been  done  here,  never  have  been  made,  ap¬ 
parently  even  the  butchers  w^ere  unaware  of  their  existence ;  so  that  in  this 
matter  South  Shields  may  be  said  to  be  literally,  and,  speaking  with  mathe¬ 
matical  precision,  exactly,  thirty  years  behind  the  age. 

There  are,  with  only  two  exceptions,  no  separate  slaughter  houses.  The 
operation  is  carried  on  in  shops ;  or  in  any  nook  or  corner  that  to  the 
butcher’s  mind  appears  suited  to  the  purpose.  These  places  are-  almost  in¬ 
variably  connected  most  intimately  with  inhabited  rooms ;  the  majority  open 
directly  into  such  rooms  ;  whilst  many  ventilate  directly  into  the  common 
passages  or  stairs  of  tenement  houses.  It  is  not  at  all  uncommon  for  a 
butcher  to  carry  on  his  business  in  several  different  places  :  in  the  summer, 
he  will  tell  you,  he  slaughters  in  the  yard — a  yard  possibly  common  to  other 
tenants ;  in  the  cooler  weather,  the  shop,  a  back  room,  and  perhaps  a  wash¬ 
house  or  stable  appear  to  afford  in  turns  a  greater  degree  of  comfort.  It  is, 
too,  for  some  reason  apparently  not  capable  of  satisfactory  explanation,  the 
very  general  custom  to  slaughter  sheep  and  oxen  in  different  places.  The 
butcher’s  shop,  and  the  surrounding  premises,  become  thus  centres  from  which 
septic  ferments,  which,  with  other  products  of  putrefactive  decomposition, 
must  always  be  present,  are  disseminated  through  the  atmosphere  of  the 
neighbourhood. 

It  might  be  expected  that  it  was  only  necessary  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
Authorities  to  this  state  of  affairs  to  ensure  a  speedy  remedy  ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  the  butchers  have  been  so  active,  not  to  say  frantic,  in  their  opposi¬ 
tion  to  all  improvement,  that  two  years  have  now  passed,  and  nothing  has 
been  done. 

This  opposition  could  be  understood,  or  even  respected,  if  improvement  in 
a  sanitary  sense  really  endangered  the  interests  of  the  trade ;  self-sacrifice  is 
not  a  virtue  that  is  commonly  practised,  or  expected ;  no  one,  for  instance, 
could  blame  a  publican  for  opposing  the  Gothenburg  system,  or  any  other 
system  designed  to  deprive  him  of  his  occupation ;  but  when  experience,  most 
full  and  ample,  has  proved,  incontrovertiblv,  that  the  provision  of  a  town 


abattoir  is  an  absolute  benefit  to  the  butchers  of  the  town,  not  only  in  the 
sense  of  providing  greater  facilities  for  the  carrying  on  of  their  trade,  or  of 
greater  comfort,  and  safety  to  health  of  the  families  of  those  who  live  upon 
their  business  premises,  but  absolutely  in  the  increased  profits  which  rnay  be 
realized,  such  opposition  becomes  not  only  utterly  selfish;  but  foolish  and  un^ 
intelligible. 

I  had  reason  to  know,  however,  that  the  agitation  that  was  raised  against 
the  scheme  which  was  laid  before  the  Authority  during  the  year  for  the 
erection  of  a  town  abattoir,  was,  in  very  great  part,  a  factitious  one  ; 
and  had  a  movement  been  judiciously  advocated  amongst  the  butchers, 
having  for  its  object  the  acquisition,  through  the  action  of  the  Sanitary  Am 
thority,  of  properly  appointed  slaughter-houses,  it  would,  I  have  little  doubt, 
have  obtained  at  least  as  large  an  amount  of  support,  even  in  point  of 
numbers. 

At  present,  our  position  is  this  i—The  erection  of  an  abattoir  is  indefinitely 
postponed.  The  private  slaughtering  places  are,  with  one  or  two  exceptions 
only,  nuisances,  within  the  meaning  of  the  144th  section  of  the  Public  Health 
Act ;  and  this  being  so,  it  is  my  duty  to  certify  the  Authority  of  the  fact.  On 
receipt  of  the  certificate,  the  Authority,  in  the  words  of  the  Act,  shall  direct 
proceedings  to  be  taken  before  the  Justices.”  This  duty  might,  I  was  of 
opinion,  be  delayed  with  some  degree  of  propriety,  when  the  speedy  erection  of 
an  abattoir  was  looked  for ;  for,  with  such  provision,  the  butchers  would  only 
have  been  prevented  from  slaughtering  on  premises  that  were  objectionable, 
when  others-,  in  every  way  suitable,  were  at  hand.  They  have-,  however,  by 
their  action,  thought  proper  to  rob  themselves  of  this  obvioUs  advantage  -; 
and  it  only  remains  for  me  to  take  the  steps  at  once,  that  are  required  of  the 
Health  Officer  by  the  Statute.  Twenty  slaughter-houses  have  therefore  been 
selected,  and  of  their  condition  (which  is  such  as  to  render  them  nuisances 
injurious  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  their  respective  neighbourhoods,) 
I  have  certified  the  Authority,  in  the  terms  prescribed  by  the  section  of  the 
Act  above  referred  to. 

7. — Hospital  Accommodation. — For  the  steps  taken  under  this  head,  I 
would  beg  to  refer  to  my  Memorandum  on  Hospital  Accommodation  of  August 
last,  and  to  the  several  reports,  especially  that  of  the  8rd  of  January  of  the 
present  year,  on  the  same  subject.  The  negotiations  which  at  the  first  named 
date  were  entered  into  with  the  neighbouring  Authorities  of  Jarrow  and 
Hebburn  for  the  erection  of  a  Joint  Hospital  have  made  no  further  progress.^’ 
The  Authority  possesses  at  present  only  a  small  wooden  building  to  which 
fever  patients  may  be  removed ;  and,  relying  upon  this  wholly  insufficient,  and^ 
in  the  dilapidated  condition  of  the  building,  most  unsatisfactory  accommoda¬ 
tion,  the  responsibility  of  dealing  with  ;pau;per  fever  patients  has  for  a  tinie 

*  These  negotiations  have  siiice  beeii  broken  off,  the  South  Shields  Authority  deciding 
to  ereOt  a  Hospital  alonOt 
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(wliilst  a  New  Workhouse  is  being  erected)  been  assumed.  This  coarse  must 
be  looked  upon  as  a  very  hazardous  one ;  for,  in  the  event  of  an  epidemic,  it 
leaves  us,  practically,  defenceless. 

S, — Inspection  for  Sanitary  Purposes. — The  amount  of  supervision 
that  is  exercised  over,  the  town  for  the  above  purpose  is,  it  must  be  confessed, 
wholly  inadequate.  It  is  impossible  for  the  one  Inspector  engaged  in  the 
work  to  do  a  tithe  of  what  should  be  considered  necessary.  The  work  of  the 
Inspector  of  Nuisances  is  not  in  South  Shields  divided,  as  in  most  towns.  He 
is  at  once  the  Inspector  of  lodging-houses,  of  slaughter-houses,  of  bakehouses, 
and  of  provisions  ;  of  every  nuisance,  structural  or  otherwise,  that  may  arise. 
It  is  his  duty  to  keep  an  eye  upon  infected  dwellings ;  to  disinfect  them ;  to 
do  all  the  clerical  work — the  writing  of  notices,  and  the  keeping  of  books — 
appertaining  to  his  office.  In  short,  the  duties  which  in  the  majority  of  towns 
of  the  size  of  South  Shields,  even  with  their  usually  inefficient  sanitary 
organization,  are  distributed  amongst  at  least  three  or  four  officers,  here  de¬ 
volve  upon  one  man;  and,  in  consequence,  as  no  one  duty  can  be  utterly 
neglected,*  all  have  to  be  done  in  a  superficial  and  incomplete  way.  On  every 
inspection,  I  find  nuisances  that  have  existed  for  weeks  that  ought  not  to 
have  remained  unabated  a  single  day ;  even  when  discovered  many  have  to  be 
overlooked,  other  and  more  pressing  business  claiming  the  Inspector’s  atten¬ 
tion. 

It  is  clearly  not  in  his  power  to  keep  pace  with  his  daily  accumulating 
work ;  and  were  it  not  tor  the  apparently  increased  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
inhabitants  themselves  to  suppress  ordinary  filth  nuisances,  I  fear  that  the 
sanitary  administration  of  the  town,  in  this  respect,  would  be  a  most  con¬ 
spicuous  failure. 

As  it  is,  lives  are  being  constantly  lost  through  conditions  which,  had  they 
been  discovered  in  time,  might  readily  have  been  removed. 

From  what  I  have  said  as  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  new  buildings,  the 
necessity  also  of  increased  supervision  into  their  construction  is  scarcely  less 
apparent. 

Bye-laws  and  regulations  may  be  ordained,  but  until  systematic  inspection 
as  provided,  such  regulations  will  be  useless,  or,  at  best,  their  utility  will  be 
seriously  impaired.  From  the  experience  of  the  past  year  alone,  numberless 
examples  of  this  fact  might  be  recorded.  I  would  pass  by  the  large  and  im¬ 
portant  considerations  of  drainage,  ventilation,  structure  of  house-foundations, 
&c.,  and  prove  the  necessity  of  such  special  inspection  from  the  very  small 
and  comparatively  insignificant  matter  of  the  mixing  of  mortar.  To  mention 
two  or  three  instances  under  this  head : — Sand,  for  the  purpose  in  question, 
(and  not  a  small  quantity),  was,  during  the  year,  removed  from  a  place  where 

*  The  registration  and  systematic  inspection  of  sub-let  houses  under  bye-laws  made 
undOT  the  Sanitary  Act  of  1866  (now  section  90  of  Public  Health  Act)  have  had,  however, 
to  be  practically  relinquished. 
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it  would  be  not  only  impregnated  with  sea-salt,  but  with  sewage  matter  from 
the  fever  hospital  also ;  both  the  hospital-drain  and  the  hospital  water-pipe 
being  actually  severed  by  the  spades  of  the  diggers.  Again,  on  another  occa¬ 
sion,  I  found  the  liquid  sewage  from  several  houses  had  been  diverted  into  a  cess¬ 
pit,  and  was  being  used  by  masons  for  the  mixing  of  the  lime  and  sand.  The 
organic  matter  contained  in  the  sewage  would  decompose,  and  were  there  no 
other  result,  disintegration,  or  crumbling,  of  the  mortar  would  probably  ensue. 

I  have  represented  to  the  Authority  the  indispensable  necessity  of  more 
complete  and  systematic  inspection  for  sanitary  purposes,  and  trust  that  before 
long  additional  inspectors  will  be  appointed. 


SECTION  III. 

DEPARTMENTAL  WORK, 

Proceediitgs  under  Articles  6 — 10.  Section  IV.  of  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board’s  Order. 

1. — Action  on  receiving  Information  of  the  outbreak  of  any  Dan¬ 
gerous  Infectious  Disease.  {Article  6.) — The  duties  imposed  by  this 
Article  have  received  unremitting  attention.  Every  house  in  which  infectious 
disease  has  been  ascertained  to  exist  has  been  promptly  visited,  and,  if  neces¬ 
sary,  has  been  kept  for  a  sufficient  time  under  surveillance.  345  houses  have 
been  visited,  many  of  them  repeatedly,  during  the  year,  in  pursuance  of  this 
duty.  Disinfection  and  other  proper  precautions  have,  in  these  cases,  been 
instituted,  and  often  to  a  great  extent  carried  out,  by  the  sanitary  officers ; 
any  nuisance  that  may  have  originated  the  disease,  or  which  might  result  in 
its  extension,  has  been,  if  possible,  at  once  removed.  It  has  been  necessary 
to  procure  the  temporary  closure  of  six  small  shops  (principally  those  for  the 
sale  of  provisions)  and  of  three  places  in  which  the  public  mangling  of  linen 
was  conducted,  in  consequence  of  the  presence  therein  of  infectious  diseases.* 

The  hospital  accommodation  provided  for  the  isolation  of  infectious  cases, 
is  scarcely  of  the  character  to  warrant  its  being  made  use  of,  except  on  occa¬ 
sions  of  extreme  urgency.  In  this  limited  sense  it  has  been  of  considerable 
value.  Twenty  such  cases  were  removed  to  the  hospital  during  the  year. 

I  have  already  alluded  incidentally  to  the  importation  into  the  Borough  on 
two  several  occasions  of  small  pox.  In  both  cases  the  sufferers  arrived  by  sea 
with  the  eruption  fully  upon  them ;  were  landed,  and  taken  to  common 

*  This  action,  although  absolutely  necessary  under  the  circumstances,  if  the  spread  of 
the  disease  were  to  be  checked,  could,  owing  to  the  absence  of  specific  provision  in  the 
Act  of  Parliament,  only  be  compassed  in  a  roundabout  and  scarcely  satisfactory  way. 
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lodging  houses.  The  circumstances,  and  the  action  taken  to  prevent  the 
extension  of  the  disease,  were,  however,  fully  detailed  in  reports  to  the 
Authority,  and  in  letters  bearing  date  May  12th  and  May  31st,  1876,  respec¬ 
tively,  to  the  Local  Government  Board.  Scarlet  fever  also  was  introduced 
into  the  town  in  a  precisely  similar  way.  The  sufferer  (a  sailor)  after  landing 
from  his  ship  with  the  rash  upon  him,  had  wandered  from  house  to  house  in 
various  parts  of  the  town,  in  search  first  of  the  Relieving  Officer  and  then  of 
a  Doctor,  before  he  was  finally  taken  in  charge  by  the  Sanitary  Officers. 

I  have  referred  to  these  cases  particularly,  as  they  indicate  a  danger  tO’ 
which  this  town  is  peculiarly  exposed :  a  danger  it  will  be  found  that  can 
only  be  coped  with  successfully  by  thorough  and  increased  efficiency  in  the 
administration  both  of  the  port  and  town’s  sanitary  affairs.  For,  as  to  the 
town,  even  if  skilled  and  sufficient  inspection  of  the  ships  arriving  in  the  Tyno 
were  provided,  by  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority,  it  must  be  expected  that  cases 
will  occasionally  escape  the  vigilance  of  their  officers,  and  that  men,  apparently 
in  good  health,  but  really  with  some  dangerous  infectious  malady  developing 
in  their  systems,^  will,  and  perhaps  not  infrequently  if  galling,  and,  in  the- 
interests  of  trade,  most  undesirable  regulations  of  quarantine  are  to  be  avoided, 
be  allowed  to  land.  The  objects  which,  in  dealing  with  this  danger,  specially 
commend  themselves  to  us,  as  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority,  are  these:— 

1.  The  registration  of  all  lodging-houses  and  boarding-houses,  and 

their  thorough  supervision 

2.  The  provision  of  hosjiital  accommodation ; 

3.  The  obtaining  of  legislation,  the  want  of  which  is  in  so  many  ways 

BO  greatly  felt,  rendering  the  notification  to  the  Sanitary  Authority 
of  the  existence  in  any  house  of  infectious  disease  compulsory. 

2. '^Isuibaxces  and  OvEECEOWTiNG.  {Article  7.) — The  work  done  under 
this  Article,  and  the  action  taken  in  respect  of  nuisances  before  the  Justices, 
will  be  seen  in  Appendix  E,  Tables  1  and  4. 

3. — Foop  Supply.  {Article  8.)— A  large  amount  of  unwholesome  food  has 
been  destroyed.  (See  Appendix  E,  Table  3.)  More  supervision  over  the 
food  supply  is,  however,  required. 

4.  — PiiOCEEDiNGS  UNDEE  Bye-laws  OF  Sanitaey  Authoeity  {Article  9,) 
AND  UNDEE  Statutoey  Peovisions  AFFECTING  Teades. — Lodging -Iwuses. — 
Sixty-eight  common  lodging-houses  are  registered.  These  are  kept  on  the 
whole  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  It  is  only  by  visiting  them  at  night  that 
|he  offence  of  overcrowding  can  be  satisfactorily  proved.  A  night  visit  was 

♦  e.g.  The  eruption  of  smallpox  only  appears  about  fourteen  days  after  the  reception 
into  the  system  of  the  contagium  of  that  disease ;  and  during  twelve  of  these  fourteen 
days  the  person  exhibits  usually  no  symptom  of  illness.  Other  infectious  maladies  have 
each  their  “  period  of  incubation.”  Two  cases  of  smallpox,  in  this  latent  stage  have 
already  been  brought  by  sea  into  the  district  during  the  present  year  (1877)  ;  one 
having  been  landed  at  South  Shields,  the  other  at  Ilebburn,. 

f  See  foot-note  on  page  34, 


paid  to  many  of  the  loweet  and  most  frequented  of  these  houses  during 
the  year,  but,  contrary  to  the  experience  on  former  occasions,  little  overcrowd¬ 
ing  was  found.  Thirty-three  cases  of  suspected  infectious  disease  in  lodging- 
houses  were  reported  at  the  Health  Office  during  the  year  ^  and  twelve  cases 
(he.  those  that  were  really  of  an  infectious  nature)  were  removed  to  the  hospi¬ 
tal.  One  keeper  of  a  common  lodging-house  was  summoned  before  the 
Justices  for  failing  to  give  information  of  the  presence  of  infectious  disease  in 
his  house.'^ 

Slaughter-houses. — These  have  already  been  referred  to  (p.  82).  Slaugh¬ 
tering  is  carried  on  in  113  diiferent  places  within  the  Borough. 

Bahe-houses. — There  are  27  public  bakehouses.  These  have  been  kept  under 
supervision  and  the  regulations  affecting  them  have  been  carried  out. 

5. — Pkocesses  of  Manufacture  and  Trade.  {Article  10.) — Ho  special 
report  has  been  made  to  the  Authority  under  this  Article  during  the  year. 
The  interference  of  the  Authority  has,  however,  on  different  occasions,  been 
required. 


*  This  prosecution  failed — firstly,  owing  to  the  fact  that  a  code  of  bye-laws  for  the 
regulation  of  common  lodging-houses,  which  had  for  years  been  enforced  in  the  Borough, 
and  which  bore  all  the  appearances  of  authenticity,  was  then  found  for  the  fii'st  time 
not  to  have  been  sanctioned  either  by  the  Home  Office  or  the  Local  Government  Board, 
and  to  be,  therefore,  invalid;  and,  secondly,  because  the  sufferer  whose  presence  the 
lodging-house  keeper  failed  to  notify,  although  in  the  most  infectious  stage  of  his  dis-. 
order,  when  the  scabs  of  smallpox  were  falling  from  him,  had  not  actually  been  confined 
to  bed  in  the  lodging-house.  A  penalty  under  the  84th  section  of  the  Public  Health  Act 
(which  requires  notice  to  be  given)  could  not,  in  consequence,  be  recovered, 
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[APPENDIX  A,l.] 

Deaths  erom  all  causes,  at  certain  aces,  and 

FROM  various  DISEASES,  CLASSIFIED  ACCORDING 
TO  LOCALITIES.* 

DISTRICT  I. — Sub-DivisIon  1. 


STREETS,  COURTS,  &c. 

Population. 

Total  Deaths. 

AGE. 

CERTAIN  CAUSES. 

Under  5  Years. 

Scarlet  Eever. 

Diphtheria. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

;  Other  Fevers. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Diarrhoea. 

other  Zymotics. 

m 

•  rH 

HI 

•  (-H 

43 

Ph 

Inflammatory  Diseases  of  Lungs. 

Scrofulous  Diseases  &  Convulsions.! 

Albion  Sti’Pot . 

135 

3 

2 

2 

AndpTRon’s  Tjunp  . 

90 

Beadnell’s  Bank  . 

31 

1 

1 

Broad  Landins* . 

9 

2 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

Cookson’s  Ouav . . . 

36 

1 

Coxon’s  Court  . . . . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Comioal  Corn  or . . . . 

27 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Door’s  Lane  . . . 

27 

Dean  Street  . . . 

22 

1 

1 

Dock  Lane . 

18 

Dairy  Lane  . . . . 

45 

1 

1 

1 

Dean  Lane . . 

1 

1 

DoGrlean  Stairs  . . 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Eairless’ Stairs  . . . 

40 

2 

Ferry  Court  . . . 

50 

2 

1 

1 

Ferry  Street  . 

90 

3 

Foster  Street . 

104 

3 

1 

2 

Heron  Street . 

589 

12 

1 

1 

3 

6 

Heusfh  Street.. . . . 

371 

7 

5 

1 

1 

2 

Harding’s  Bank  . 

112 

7 

3 

1 

1 

2 

Handcoek’s  Square  . . . 

49 

1 

1 

Handcock’s  Lane  . 

49 

1 

1 

Half  moon  Quay  . . . . 

18 

King  Street  . . . 

90 

8 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Kir  ton’s  Ouav  . 

122 

•  •  • 

Long  Row . 

148 

6 

2 

1 

1 

Lady’s  Walk . 

27 

1 

1 

1 

Long  Bank  . 

112 

4 

3 

1 

3 

Carried  forward . 

72 

31 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 

4 

1 

0 

11 

19 

*  See  also  table  page  11. 

f  Tbese  include  tubercular  and  wasting  diseases  of  children  and  convulsions-. 


41 


DISTRICT  I.— Sub-Division  1.— (Continued.) 


STREETS,  COURTS,  &c. 

Population. 

Total  Deaths, 

AGE. 

CERTAIN  CAUSES. 

Under  5  Years. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

other  Fevers.  | 

Whooping  Cough. 

Diarrhoea. 

other  Zymotics. 

Phthisis. 

Inflammatory  Diseases  of  Lungs. 

Scrofulous  Diseases  &  Convulsions, 

Broii^’hfc  forward . 

72 

31 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

4 

1 

0 

11 

15 

Mill  Strop, t . 

264 

6 

3 

1 

1 

2 

Mile- end  Road  . 

9 

4 

3 

4 

3 

Mitre  Street  . . . 

204 

6 

6 

2 

1 

2 

1 

Market  Plane . 

^\J  JL 

3 

1 

1 

klason  Tiane  . 

uo 

2 

2 

2 

North  Street  . 

9  9.  A 

8 

4 

2 

2 

2 

North  Tiane  . 

Palatine  Street  - . . . * . 

o  yj 

1 

Philips  Court . 

72 

1 

1 

Priee  Sti’eet  . 

111 

2 

2 

1 

Oneen  Sti’eet . . . 

2Q7 

5 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Sonlsby’s  flonrt . 

30 

2 

1 

1 

4  U  * 

Salem  Street  . 

04 

3 

1 

1 

Snri np*  Tiane  . 

00 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Stob  Tiane  . . 

v'  \J 

104 

1 

1 

1 

Stndlev  Stairs  . . . 

63 

3 

1 

2 

1 

Shotton  Stairs  . . . 

yJ  O 

31 

Soeietv  Stairs  . .  . 

45 

1 

1 

1 

Saltwell  Tiane  ...  . . . 

0 

4 

1 

1 

Tyne  Street  . . . 

V 

139 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Thrift  Street  . 

21  6 

3 

1 

1 

1 

T robes’  Bank. . . . . 

27 

1 

1 

Thames  Lane......... . . 

81 

2 

2 

2 

Thames  Court  . . 

ij  J. 

0 

1 

1 

1 

Thames  Street  . 

900 

20 

12 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

6 

Union  Aliev  . 

72 

9 

4 

1 

5 

1 

Wellinfj^ton  Street  . . 

585 

13 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

Walker’s  Bnildine’s  . 

68 

1 

1 

1 

4.  * 

Wanninp’  Street . . . 

565 

28 

7 

1 

2 

6 

4 

*  * 

Wellinp'ton  Plane  . 

40 

1 

1 

1 

Totals  . . . . . . 

214  • 

102 

4 

2 

3 

7 

K 

0 

11 

4 

18 

42 

49 

42 


[A.  2.] 

DISTRICT  I. — Sub-Division  2. 


1  . .  . . . “  —  ■ 

STREETS,  COURTS,  &o. 

Population. 

Total  Deatts. 

AGE. 

CERTAIN  CAUSES. 

Under  5  Years. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtlieria. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

other  Fevers. 

A 

be 

pi 

o 

O 

bo 

ft 

o 

o 

rd 

Diarrhoea. 

other  Zymotics. 

Phthisis. 

Inflammatory  Diseases  of  Lungs. 

Scrofulous  Diseases  &  Convulsions. 

Alrlpusnn  Rfuppf, . .  . . . 

5 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Tio.lli  S^IuppI  . . . 

210 

4 

1 

1 

1 

T^lnmpu’s  Tpuranfi  . .  a....... 

1 98 

6 

2 

TIvrnn’s  TjATIP. . . . . 

27 

Rnlpmov  Tjanp,  . . . . 

40 

1 

1 

RaririD'  St, upp, I, . . 

30 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Coblft  Landing’  . 

45 

1 

1 

i 

1 

Customhouse  Ouav  . . 

63 

1 

1 

1 

Davison’s  Lane  . . . . 

45 

1 

1 

1 

Edith  Street  . . 

240 

3 

3 

1 

1 

Green’s  Terrace. . . . 

152 

6 

3 

1 

2 

Green’s  Place.... . . 

100 

2 

2 

2 

Grubb’s  Building's . 

59 

1 

Henrv  Street . . . 

55 

1 

1 

1 

Heugh  Terrace . . . 

54 

2 

1 

1 

Heugh  Court . 

14 

1 

1 

Hospital  Quay  . 

76 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Ingham  Street  . 

144 

3 

1 

1 

1 

o 

Lawe  Cottages  . 

116 

3 

1 

1 

Lawe  Buildings . 

63 

Lawson’s  Bank . . 

57 

Liviugstone  Street  . . 

225 

1 

1 

1 

Military  Road  . . . . . 

337 

5 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Ocean  Road  . . . 

54 

4 

2 

1 

9 

1 

Ocean  Terrace  . . . . 

32 

1 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

Pilot  Stairs  . *. . 

45 

Pilot  Street  . . 

18 

2 

2 

2 

Pearson  Street  . . . 

31 

Rose  Lane  . . 

22 

Salmon  Street  . . 

10 

1 

1 

1 

Stanhope  Street . 

94 

1 

South  Pier. . 

1 

Stephen  Street  . 

45 

2 

1 

1 

Shad  well  Street . 

516 

7 

4 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Salmon’s  Quay  . 

18 

1 

1 

X 

74 

37 

3 

3 

1 

2 

2 

7 

13 

19 

48 


[A.  3. 

DISTRICT  II.— Sub-Division  1. 


STREETS,  COURTS,  &c. 

Population. 

Total  Deaths. 

AGE. 

Under  5  Years. 

Aeries  Street . . . . . 

229 

3 

3 

Albion  Terrace . 

216 

1 

AlbemaTle  Street  . . . . 

219 

6 

4 

Albert  Terrace  . . . . 

75 

4 

2 

Alma  Street  . . . 

167 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Anderson  Street  . 

40 

1 

1 

Broderick  Street  . 

20 

2 

1 

Burrow  Street  . 

260 

9 

6 

Bent  Cottages  . . . 

108 

1 

•  •  • 

Charlotte  Street, . 

230 

3 

1 

Challoner  Grove  . . 

90 

•  •  • 

•  »  • 

Catherine  Street  . 

432 

11 

6 

Charlotte  Terrace  . .  .. 

55 

2 

•  •  • 

Dale  Street  . . . 

513 

17 

6 

Denmark  Street  . 

508 

8 

3 

Eleanor  Street  . . . 

220 

3 

•  • 

Eastbourne  Grove . 

50 

1 

1 

Eleanor  Grove  . . . 

1 

1 

•  •  « 

Fowler  Street  . 

238 

D~ 

2 

Franklin  Street . 

333 

7 

3 

Gardner  Street  .  . . 

180 

1 

•  •  • 

Garden  Lane . 

180 

5 

4 

Garden  Street  . 

81 

1 

•  •  • 

Grace  Street  . 

148 

6 

1 

Ivy  Street . 

266 

3 

1 

Ingham  Place  . 

139 

5 

2 

John  Street  . . . 

166 

1 

1 

Kepple  Street  . 

180 

2 

1 

Mariners’  Cottages  . . . 

171 

1 

•  •  • 

Meldon  Terrace . 

20 

1 

1 

Ogle  Terrace . . . 

64 

1 

•  •  • 

Pier  Terrace . .  . 

180 

5 

3 

Percy  Street  . . . 

635 

8 

2 

Ravensbourne  Terrace . 

112 

2 

1 

Seafield  Terrace  . . . . 

99 

1 

1 

.  Carried  forward  . . . 

1 

128 

67 

CERTAIN  CAUSES. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

O) 

4^ 

rd 

*P 

Typhoid  Fever. 

other  Fevers. 

Whooping  Cough.  I 

Diarrhoea. 

other  Zymotics. 

Phthisis. 

Inflammatory  Diseases  of  Lungs. 

Scrofulous  Diseases  &  Convulsions. 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

4 

2 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

l|  1 

i 

6 

1  3 

1o!i8 

21 

44 


[A.  3.] 

DISTRICT  II. — Sub-Division  1. — (Continued.) 


1 

STREETS,  COURTS,  &o. 

Population. 

_ _  _  —  1 

Total  Deaths. 

AGE. 

CERTAIN  CAUSES. 

Under  5  Years. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria, 

Typhoid  Fever, 

Other  Fevers, 

Whooping  Cough. 

Diarrhoea.  j 

Other  Zymotics. 

05 

•  r-4 

Z/i 

•  rH 

rd 

+3 

Inflammatory  Diseases  of  Lungs. 

Scrufulous  Diseases  &  Convulsions. 

j  Brought  forward  . 

1  ISmnftrRf'f,  Sliropf, . 

206 

185 

27 

220 

40 

113 

138 

135 

382 

130 

78 

337 

2 

22 

128 

4 

6 

0  • 

2 

1 

2 

1 

3 

6 

O 

O 

•  •  4 

6 

2 

2 

57 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

2 

»  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  # 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

8 

3 

1 

10 

•  t  • 

2 

18 

1 

•  •  • 

21 

•  •  t 

1 

Sa.Villpi  . 

Rnnnv  HTf^rmppi  . . . 

RhorlrirlofA  Rtrppf,  . 

1 

1 

Rpa,  Vi  AW  TA.rrflAA. . . . 

1 

TThomas  Rf.rAAt  . 

1 

1 

ViAforia,  T'Ari’a.AA  . 

... 

1 

1 

1 

ViAinria,  PlaAA  . . . 

1 

t  •  • 

1 

W i n nh ester  Street . . . . . 

4 

•  •  • 

1 

William  Street  . . . 

Wellinn’ton  Street . 

Wnndhine  Street  . 

2 

3 

•  •  • 

Wellino'ton  Terra  ee  . 

Westne  Tja,ne . . . 

166 

66 

2 

1 

6 

10 

6|l7 

27 

25 

[A.  4.] 

DISTRICT  II. — Sub-Division  2. 


STREETS,  COURTS,  &c. 

j  Population. 

_  ......  1 

I 

Total  Deaths. 

AGE. 

CERTAIN  CAUSES. 

Under  5  Years. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

1  other  Fevers. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Diarrhoea.  1 

Other  Zymotics.  j 

Phthisis. 

Inflammatory  Diseases  of  Lungs. 

Scrofulous  Diseases  &  Convulsions. 

Westoe  . 

438 

5 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1  Wood’s  Terrace . 

36 

[ 

5 

2 

1 

ll 

1 

45 


"A.  5.] 

DISTRICT  III. — Sub-Division  1. 


STREETS,  COURTS,  &c. 

Population. 

Total  Deaths, 

AGE. 

Under  5  Years. 

1 

1 

Academy  Hill  . 

450 

10 

5 

Arlr^isnn  Klropt".  ..................... 

84 

2 

1 

Unli.lp  Dnnlr  . . . . . 

90 

5 

Commercial  Road . 

1115 

18 

7 

ripwfl.n’s  Plnp.p  . . . . . 

77 

Carpenter’s  Hill  . 

22 

2 

•  •  • 

Cone  Street  . 

184 

*  •  • 

•  •  • 

Chapel  Hill  (Johnson’s  Hill)  .... 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

Dockwray’s  Bank . . . 

67 

1 

1 

East  Holborn . 

414 

21 

8 

Forest’s  Hill . . 

18 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Hill  Street . . 

226 

5 

3 

Henderson's  Lane . . 

80 

1 

•  •  • 

Harrison’s  Court  . 

78 

1 

1 

Johnson’s  Hill  . . . 

170 

5 

3 

Lay  gate  Street  . . 

365 

12 

6 

Nile  Street . 

112 

•  »  • 

•  •  # 

Nelson’s  Bank  . 

47 

3 

1 

Pleasant  Place  . 

45 

3 

1 

Pratt’s  Bank . 

72 

3 

•  «  • 

Paine’s  Lane . 

45 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Pleasant  Cottage  . 

9 

1 

1 

Roper’s  Court  . . . 

18 

2 

2 

Swan  Hill  . 

124 

1 

•  •  • 

Todd’s  Court . 

85 

4 

1 

Tiney  Street  . 

50 

3 

1 

Wawn’s  Court  . . 

68 

1 

•  •  • 

Willow  Cottages  . 

40 

•  •  • 

•  •  V 

West  Dock . . . 

9 

1 

•  •  • 

106 

45 

CERTAIN  CAUSES. 


s 

-p 

o 

o 


o 

rd 

■p 

ft 

s 


o 

pR 

•rH 

o 

rd 

ft 

EH 


pd 

bu 

d 

o 

o 

bJD 

d 

•  rH 

ft 

o 

o 

pd 


p 

o 


N 

Rl 

<v 

rd 

p 

O 


1 

1 


2 


d 

o 

a 

CQ 

m 

d 

Q? 

CQ 


O 

C 

cc 


514 


16 


1 

1 


21 


(M  CO 


46 


[A.  6.] 

DISTRICT  III. — Sub-Divisto^’  2. 


STREETS,  COURTS,  &c. 

Population. 

Total  Deaths. 

AGE. 

CERTAIN  CAUSES. 

CQ 

ce 

iO 

u 

■ 

U 

c; 

pH 

4^ 

O 

o 

W. 

3 

‘3 

<u 

rTl 

Ph 

•  rH 

fi 

u 

q; 

(> 

O) 

Ph 

*o 

ft 

EH 

cfl 

<X» 

Ph 

u 

a> 

4.3 

o 

pi 

be 

P 

o 

O 

be 

a 

*1-^ 

ft 

o 

o 

rd 

c3 

8 

d 

P 

w 

o 

•  rH 

4J 

o 

a 

N 

;-i 

OJ 

rP 

O 

to 

•rH 

to 

id 

PM 

CO 

to 

P 

O 

CO 

o 

CO 

ce 

CD 

to 

p 

o 

a 

a 

0 

M 

U: 

in 

rH 

> 

o 

a 

in 

CO 

c3 

CD 

in 

•  rH 

P 

in 

0 

O 

t—i 

0 

o 

o 

Ou 

Barriu^’ton  Lano  . . . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

1 

1 

3 

4 

5 

4 

4 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

2 

5 

3 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  e  • 

•  •  • 

1 

3 

to  •  • 

1 

3 

2 

<0 

2 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

•  •  9 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

«  *  • 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

Barririffton  Street . 

216 

86 

9 

265 

157 

27 

54 

58 

54 

118 

81 

118 

90 

67 

27 

76 

80 

108 

18 

50 

90 

234 

294 

140 

99 

14 

ChaDter  Row . 

1 

Church  Row  . . . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

Corouation  Street . 

1 

o 

o 

1 

Cornwallis  Street  . 

Dove  Court  . . . . 

East  Street . . . . 

2 

Fairbairn’s  Court  . . 

Hilda  Pit  Yard . 

1 

Hennle’s  Court . . . 

1 

1 

3 

Kepple  Street  (West)  . 

Kepple  Court . . . 

1 

Mount  Terrace . 

Nelson  Street . . . . . 

I 

Oliver’s  Court  . . . 

1 

Oliver  Street . . 

Oyston  Street . . . . . 

1 

Park  Street  . . . . 

1 

•  •  • 

Russell  Street  . 

Readhead  Street  .  . . 

1 

Railton’s  Court . 

Smithy  Street  . 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

■  •  • 

2 

1 

%/ 

Waterloo  Yale  . 

1 

Wallis  Street . 

Waterloo  Lane  ..  . . . 

West  Street  . 

53 

24 

1 

3 

5|l3 

13 

DISTRICT  III.— Sub-Division  3. 


STREETS,  COURTS,  &c. 


Adelaide  Street ..... 

Bedford  Street  . 

Brunswick  Street  .. 
Brunswick  Cardens 
Cambridge  Street  .. 

Claypath  Lane  . 

Cutlibert  Street . 

Cotton’s  Court  . 

Derby  Street . 

Dixon  Street . 

Edward  Street  . . 

Green  Street . . 

George  Street . . 

Hardwick  Street  ... 
Laygate  Terrace  .. 

Lawson  Street  . . 

Maxwell  Street . . 

Martin  Street . . 

Orange  Street  . . 

Orange  Place . 

Princes  Street  . . 

Peel  Street . . 

Pallister  Street  ...... 

Raglan  Street . . 

Smith  Street  . . 

Victoria  Road  . . 

Wilson  Street . 


Population. 

Total  Deaths. 

t> 

Under  5  Years.  £ 

982 

20 

8 

193 

3 

718 

14 

5 

13 

2 

1 

580 

10 

5 

126 

4 

2 

446 

8 

4 

1 

1 

315 

3 

1 

117 

3 

1 

279 

7 

4 

300 

rr 

4 

4 

238 

5 

2 

148 

5 

2 

81 

27 

2 

999 

20 

6 

144 

3 

2 

342 

15 

7 

72 

2 

1 

234 

5 

4 

222 

3 

2 

90 

1 

1 

423 

8 

8 

14 

4 

4 

266 

3 

1 

666 

12 

8 

170 

84 

CERTAIN  CAUSES. 


Scarlet  Feyer. 

Diphtheria. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

other  Fevers. 

4 

be 

pi 

o 

o 

bD 

d 

■ft 

o 

o 

Diarrhoea. 

o 

a 

N 

rd 

O 

Phthisis. 

Inflammatory  Diseases  of  Longs. 

Scrofulous  Iflseases  &  Convulsions. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

tJ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

8 

1 

1 

1 

4 

3 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

1 

•  •  * 

•  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

4 

3 

1 

2 

6 

10 

2 

18 

31 

45 

48 


[A.  8.] 

DISTRICT  IV.— Sub-Division  1. 


AGE 

1 

CERTAIN  CAUSES. 

STREETS,  COURTS,  &c. 

a 

4^ 

P. 

o 

P4 

ra 

rP 

la 

OJ 

p 

'ca 

o 

TO 

U 

c3 

OD 

lO 

u 

a> 

d 

ts 

U 

o 

Q 

Ph 

Q 

u 

d 

o 

02 

ca‘ 

•  rH 

a’ 

p. 

s 

‘o 

.P 

TO 

§5 

p 

<D 

rP 

43 

o 

pi 

fcc 

P 

o 

O 

to 

p 

•  rH 

Pa 

O 

O 

rd 

d 

8 

rd 

u 

?-» 

•  rH 

P 

TO 

O 

•  rH 

4^ 

o 

a 

O) 

-43 

o 

TO 

•  rH 

TO 

3 

43 

Pi 

p 

TO 

bo 

§ 

p 

O 

TO 

•  rH 

P 

a 

ca 

cp 

P 

M 

TO 

k 

§ 

d3 

TO 

•  rH 

P 

<4P 

O 

o 

CQ 

Archer’s  Hill. . . . 

112 

76 

126 

76 

198 

302 

210 

54 

76 

126 

14 

23 

54 

76 
54 
68 

77 
36 
36 

1 

1 

1 

Brickp’arth  How  . . . 

X 

9 

2 

Back  How . . . 

9 

1 

1 

Barrow  Street  . . 

Collierv  Souare . 

•  •  • 

Q 

2 

1 

2 

Corstorphine  Town  . . 

o 

1 

1 

1 

Cornwallis  Square..... . 

1 

7 

4 

2 

Cornwallis  Lane  . 

i 

9 

1 

Dinuinsj’s  Buildings . 

Drake  Street . . . 

•  •  • 

A 

2 

3 

Friend’s  Buildings  . 

1 

Fox’s  Ouav  . . . . . 

X 

Hudson’s  Buildings  . . . 

•  •  • 

1 

Haddock’s  Buildings  . . 

X 

9 

1 

Henderson’s  Lane . . . 

9 

1 

1 

1 

Haddock  Street..... . 

9 

1 

1 

1 

Junction  How  . . . 

.8 

2 

1 

1 

Jacob’s  Ladder . . . 

tj 

Q 

2 

2 

1 

Lavcate  Souare . . . 

K) 

1 

o 

1 

1 

Patrick  Street  . 

1 

Portberry  Street  . 

111 

45 

45 

126 

14 

50 

54 

36 

45 

144 

54 

153 

45 

45 

22 

216 

157 

360 

22 

204 

5 

2 

2 

1 

Pan  Bank  . 

6 

4 

2 

2 

1 

Potts’  Ouav  . 

Hirer  Street  . 

5 

2 

2 

1 

Hailwav  Terrace  . 

1 

Hichard  Street  . . . 

6 

3 

3 

2 

1 

Simnn  Street  . . 

Stackvard  . . . . 

Shenherd  Street. . 

Station  Cotta, cres  . 

5 

4 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Sanderson’s  Court . . . 

1 

] 

Slake  How . . 

o 

2 

1 

2 

Scullers’  Landing  . 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Sinokey  How . 

4 

1 

Temple  Town  . . . 

4 

1 

1 

1 

] 

Thornton  Street  . 

4 

3 

1 

3 

2 

Turncoat  How  . . . 

2 

1 

West  Holborn  . 

19 

1 

7 

1  ... 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

Weetman  Street  . 

1 

1 

Windmill  Hill  . 

4 

3 

2 

1 

1 

Carried  forward  . 

112 

54 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1- 

4 

7 

14 

31 

49 


DISTRICT  IV.— Sub-Division  1. — (Continued.) 


STREETS,  COURTS,  &c. 

Population. 

Total  Deaths. 

AOE. 

CERTAIN  CAUSES. 

Under  5  Years. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

Other  Fevers. 

rd 

&c 

o 

O 

£>0 

Pi 

•  rH 

Ph 

o 

o 

rP 

Diarrhoea.  j 

other  Zymotics. 

w 

•  rH 

CO 

•  iH 

rd 

dl 

PM 

Inflam.  Dis.  of  Lungs. 

CQ 

d 

o 

O 

•  ^ 

P 

O 

o 

TJl 

Broil  fflit  forward . 

112 

51 

2 

1 

1 

1 

17 

4 

7 

14 

31 

Wasi'S’Oiiwav  Sido  . . . . 

72 

3 

1 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

Wost  Pan  Place  . . 

139 

1 

1 

W ell  TjflTift . . 

3  6 

5 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Wricht’s  Court . . 

18 

1 

1 

1 

122 

59 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

19 

8 

15 

33 

[A.  9.] 

DISTRICT  IV.— Sub-Division  2. 


STREETS,  COURTS,  &c. 

Population. 

Alice  Street  . 

99 

Barnes  (The) . 

215 

Campbell  Street . 

1056 

Clarendon  Terrace  . 

Conway  Terrace  . . 

Deans  (The)  . 

63 

Dean  Terrace  . . 

24 

Eldon  Street . 

1183 

Francis  Street  . . . 

266 

Frederick  Street  . 

544 

Garden  Walks  . . . 

81 

Gladstone  Terrace . 

162 

Havelock  Street . . . 

175 

John  Williamson  Street  . 

560 

Lavgate  Lane  . . . 

234 

Laygate  Gardens  . 

108 

Palmerston  Street . 

1113 

Reken  Dyke  Lane . . . 

188 

Trinity  Court  . . 

18 

Walpole  Street  . 

216 

Total  Deaths. 

AGE. 

CERTAIN  CAUSES. 

Under  5  Years. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

o 

pH 

’o 

rd 

other  Fevers. 

Whooping  Cough. 

c3 

8 

•  rH 

P 

other  Zymotics. 

w 

•  rH 

U1 

IB 

rd 

PP 

Inflam.  Dis.  of  Lungs. 

Scrof.  Dis.  &  Convuls. 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

8 

4 

2 

4 

15 

7 

3 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

17 

5 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

4 

J-  I 

5 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1 

14 

8 

2 

2 

2 

5 

1 

3 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4 

3 

1 

3 

6 

6 

1 

5 

3 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

19 

10 

1 

1 

2 

1 

9 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

7 

6 

«  •  • 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

3 

108 

62 

2 

3 

2 

13 

3 

15 

1336 

50 


[A.  10.] 

DISTRICT  V.— Sub-Division  1. 


STREETS,  COURTS,  &o. 

Population. 

Total  Deaths. 

AGE. 

CERTAIN  CAUSES. 

Under  5  Years. 

Scarlet  Eever. 

Diphtheria. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

Other  Fevers. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Diarrhoea. 

other  Zymotics. 

Phthisis. 

Inflam.  Dis.  of  Lungs. 

Scrof.  Dis.  &  Convuls. 

SfT»nnf  . 

598 

612 

36 

392 

*  •  • 

302 

85 

376 

40 

211 

22 

58 

29 

40 

13 

40 

14 

10 

•  •  • 

7 

2 

3 

1 

4 

•  •  • 

7 

9 

5 

1 

1 

2 

1 

8 

6 

•  •  • 

6 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

3 

•  »  • 

2 

•  •  • 

4 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

2!  1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

1  . . 

3 

TT'vnof  Rf T*Dof.  _ _ _ 

1 

1 

1 

3 

-  . 

1 

1 

1 

... 

1 

T  ^»Tr\1cr\'n  Rf 

1 

2 

A/Tn-pclT  ol  Vq  Tim Irl in  fro  .  . . 

iXiL  o  JLJ  cXlX  D  Ll.i.i.LA.X  J_L^^  D  ■••••**•  •♦**** 

RIoVo  nPovropo  .  . 

1 

1 

nTvnD  Tlnnlr . . . ...... 

I 

•  •  » 

T^-vmo  Sfvcipf.  . . . . . 

2 

1 

1 

1 

TTm nn  ftt'.T’oof. . . . . 

^Arafonn  nPoT’TQPO  . 

WlTiTAVipa.i^  Sf.rppf.  . . . 

1 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

AATafcpri’a  Rnil/^infra  . . 

1  1  O  .1  f  L/L  X  X  V^l  X  J—l.  O  »**»*•  #** 

r*' 

67 

34 

1 

2‘  9 

2 

4 

8 

13 

[A.  11.] 

DISTRICT  V. — Sub-Division  2, 


STREETS,  COURTS,  &c. 

Population. 

Total  Deaths. 

1 

AGE. 

CERTAIN  CAUSES. 

Under  5  Years. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

Other  Fevers. 

Whooping  Cough, 

c3 

8 

d 

P 

Other  Zymotics. 

Phthisis. 

Inflam.  Dis.  of  Lungs. 

Scrof.  Dis.  &  Convuls. 

BgII  Street . . 

243 

5 

3 

1 

1 

9 

I 

Cleveland  Place . 

103 

1 

1 

1 

X 

East  J  arrow  . . 

9 

7 

9 

I 

4 

Jarrow  Lod^e  . 

40 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

Swinburne  Street  . 

100 

3 

2 

I 

1 

X 

1 

Straker  Street  . 

238 

6 

4 

1 

X 

3 

«  •  • 

23 

CO  ! 

2 

1 

4 

6 

6 

fAPPENDIX  Bl  /mortality  AMONGST  MEN  ENGAGED 

^  VARIOUS  OCCUPATIONS,  1876. 


OCCUPATIONS. 

Total  Mortality. 

DISEASES. 

Fever. 

TO 

o 

U% 

Ot^ 

Diseases  of 

Brain  and 

Spinal  Cord. 

Inflam.  Dis. 

of  Lungs. 

Consumption 

Heart. 

Abdomen. 

Cancer. 

Paralysis 

Violence. 

Old  Age. 

Otber  Causes 

Auctioneer . 

1 

1 

Butcher . . . 

4 

4 

Basket  Maker  . 

1 

1 

Brewer  . 

1 

1 

Builder  . 

5 

1 

3 

1 

Bricklayer . 

2 

1 

1 

Baker  . . . . 

2 

1 

1 

Boilersmith  . . 

2 

1 

1 

Brazier  . 

2 

1 

1 

Blacksmith  . 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Cartman.  . . 

6 

1 

2 

•  •  » 

1 

1 

1 

Chemical  Labourer  . 

15 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

J. 

1 

J. 

1 

t  •  • 

4 

Clerk  . . 

5 

2 

2 

1 

Coachman  . . . 

2 

2 

Chemist . .  . . 

1 

1 

Dock  Manager  . . . 

1 

1 

Engineer  . . 

9 

2 

1 

1 

2 

3 

Fireman . 

8 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

Fish  Curer . 

1 

1 

Grocer  . . . 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Gentleman . . . 

1 

1 

Green  Grocer . 

1 

1 

Gardner . . 

3 

3 

Glass  Maker  and  Cutter  ... 

4 

1 

2 

1 

H airdresser  . . . . 

1 

1 

D awker  - . . . . 

3 

2 

1 

Master  Mariner . . 

11 

1 

2 

3 

2 

1 

2 

.Toiner  . . . 

7 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Musician  . . . 

2 

1 

1 

Mason  . 

7 

1 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

Tin.honrer  . . 

24 

3 

1 

5 

5 

4 

2 

1 

3 

Pensioner  . . . . . 

1 

1 

Pi’i  n  tfif  . . . 

2 

1 

1 

Pinpmaker . . . 

1 

1 

PitmaTi  . . . 

17 

1 

6 

2 

2 

1 

5 

Pnhlina.ri  . . . . 

8 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

Plumber...... ...... ........... 

1 

1 

Police  OffieeTfr _ » . . . 

2 

1 

1 

Painter  . . . 

5 

2 

1 

2 

PI  a  t  el  a  ver  . 

2 

2 

Pilot  . . . 

2 

1 

1 

Ronemaker  . 

3 

I 

1 

1 

»  »  • 

*  *  * 

Shipwright . 

19 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

3 

6 

Seaman . 

47 

2 

2 

6 

4 

6 

1 

2 

4 

10 

3 

7 

Shoemaker . . 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Sailmaker  . 

2 

1 

1 

Uflih'r . TT- 

5 

1 

3 

1 

nPeacher . 

1 

1 

T'rimmer  . .  . . 

3 

2 

1 

"SR  a  tchm  an _ _ _ 

1 

1 

AFeicrhman  .  . 

1 

1 

Quarryman  . 

1 

1 

Totals . . . 

270 

10 

11 

17 

48 

51 124 

4 

6 

12 

27 

14'46 

APPENDIX  [C.]  TABLE  OF  MOETALITY  AND  SICKNESS 

In  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  South  Shields,  for  the  twelve  calendar  months  ending  December  1876. 

Area  in  acres,  1780.  Population,  1871,  45,336. 
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These  columns  include  all  Deaths  registered  as  having  occurred  in  the  Borough. 


APPENDIX  [D.] 


The  following  are  the  regulations,  respecting  the  drainage  of  buildings  and 
the  structure  of  foundations,  adopted  by  the  Sanitary  Authority  during  the 
year,  in  addition  to  the  old  bye-laws  still  in  force. 

HOUSE  DRAINS. 

The  person  erecting  a  new  building  shall  not  allow  any  drain  to  be  carried 
beneath  such  building  except  when  unayoidable;  in  which  case  he  shall  cause 
such  drain  to  be  imbedded  in,  and  surrounded  with,  a  sufficient  thickness  of 
good  Portland  cement  concrete. 

Where  house  drains  are  constructed  in  “made”  ground  a  proper  foundation 
shall  be  secured  for  the  line  of  pipes  by  a  base  of  concrete. 

Slop-water  Drains  (See  Plates  B,  0,  and  D,  [^of  Illustrations). — Every 
person  erecting  a  new  building  shall  cause  the  waste  pipe  from  any  bath,  sink, 
or  lavatory,  and  every  pipe  in  such  building  for  carrying  off  waste  water,  to 
be  taken  through  an  external  wall  of  such  building,  and  such  drain  shall  dis¬ 
charge  in  the  open  air  over  a  channel  leading  to  a  trapped  gully  grating  at 
least  12  inches  distant.  He  shall  cause  every  inlet  to  the  house  drains  to  be 
properly  trapped. 

When  such  drains  are  of  any  length,  or  lead  from  any  story  of  the  building 
above  the  ground  floor,  the  drain  pipe  shall  be  continued  upwards  as  a  venti¬ 
lator  to  the  roof,  thus  being  open  at  both  ends. 

Cistern  overflows. — All  overflow  or  waste  pipes  from  cisterns  in  new 
buildings  shall  be  disconnected  from  all  other  drains,  and  shall  terminate  in 
the  open  air. 

Soil-pipe  of  W.C.  (See  plate  A  of  Illustrations.) — He  shall  sever  all  air 
communication  between  the  soil-pipe  and  the  sewer,  by  means  of  a  properly 
constructed  and  ventilated  trapping-bend  inserted  into  the  soil-pipe  in  some 
convenient  part  of  its  course,  beneath  the  ground  level,  between  the  house  and 
the  sewer  (the  ventilator  proceeding  from  the  soil-pipe  immediately  on  the 
house  side  of  the  trapping-bend  to  the  surface);  or  by  some  other  equally 
effectual  method. 

The  soil-pipe  shall  receive  no  discharge  but  that  from  the  pan  of  the  water- 
closet  ;  and  all  inlets  from  the  house  shall  be  effectually  trapped. 

He  shall  cause  the  soil-pipe  from  such  water-closet  to  be  fixed  outside  the 
building  and  to  be  continued  upwards  its  full  diameter  to  such  height  and  in 
such  position  that  by  means  of  its  open  end  it  may  afford  a  safe  outlet  for 
deleterious  gases. 
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APPENDIX  [D.]— Continued. 

FOUNDATIONS,  &c. 

Sub-soil  Drains  (See  Plate  B  of  Illustrations). — Every  person  erecting  a 
new  building  shall  cause  the  sub-soil  of  such  building  to  be  effectually  drained 
by  means  of  earthenware  field  pipes  or  otherwise,  and  such  drains  when  ulti¬ 
mately  discharging  into  any  sewer,  shall  have  all  air  communication  with  the 
sewer  cut  off,  by  delivering  at  some  intermediate  point,  into  a  deeply  sunk  gully, 
above  the  trapping  water,  or  by  some  equally  suitable  method ;  and  when  any 
danger  exists  from  the  back- wash  of  sewage  such  drains  shall,  in  addition,  be 
protected  by  a  valve-trap  or  otherwise. 

Structure  of  Foundations. — Whenever  the  dampness  of  the  site,  or,  in 
the  case  of  made  ground,  the  impurity  of  the  soil,  renders  such  a  precaution 
necessary,  every  person  erecting  a  new  building  shall  cause  the  whole  surface 
of  the  site  thereof  to  be  covered  with  a  layer  of  good  concrete  at  least  six  inches 
in  thickness. 

Prevention  of  Dampness  in  Walls. — He  shall  also  provide  a  suitable 
damp  course  of  slates  laid  in  cement,  or  of  asphalte,  sheet-lead,  or  other 
material  impervious  to  moisture,  in  every  wall  of  such  building  beneath  the 
floor  timbers,  and  at  a  height  not  less  than  three  inches  and  not  exceeding  one 
foot  above  the  level  of  the  ground  adjoining  such  wall. 


-  ■ 
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APPENDIX  [E.] 

INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES^  REPORT. 

STATUTORY  NOTICES  ISSUED  FROM  HEALTH  OFFICE 

DURING  YEAR  1876, 

TABLE  I. 


l.-,_COMMON  NUISANCES. 

To  remedy  defective  drainage,  defective  and  dilapidated  privies, 

ashpits,  and  water-closets . . . 

To  whitewash  and  purify  houses,  rooms,  and  passages  . . 

To  remove  offensive  accumulations  of  refuse  . 

To  provide  closet  accommodation- 


„  drainage  to  houses  and  land 


water  supply  to  houses  . 

To  pave  yards  and  passages . 

To  remove  animals  kept  so  as  to  be  a  nuisance  . 

,,  „  stables  do.  do.  . 

„  ,,  privy-middens^ . . . 

To  cleanse  do.  and  to  remove  liquid  therefrom 

2.— HOUSES  UNFIT  FOR  HABITATION. 


Notices  as  to  houses  unfit  for  habitation . . . . 

Closed . . .  30 

Repaired . . . 153 

3.— OVERCROWDING  AND  INSUFFICIENT 
VENTILATION. 


To  abate  overcrowding  in  houses . 

To  provide  more  efiicient  ventilation  in  houses,  shops,  and  schools  . . 

4.-.L0DGING  HOUSES. 


To  register  common  lodging  houses  . 

To  abate  overcrowding  in  lodging  houses 
To  whitewash  and  cleanse  do. 


5. — TRADES,  &c. 

To  cleanse  and  whitewash  slaughter  houses . 

To  cleanse  and  whitewash  bakehouses . 

To  abate  nuisances  arising  from  excessive  smoke 
Renewed  notices  for  same . . . 


Total  Statutory  Notices  served  during  year  . 
Verbal  Notices  . 


Total 


697 

472 

42 

38 

21 

55 

33 

5 

7 

16 

510 


190 


9 

46 


17 

12 

34 


26 

23 

9 

2 


2214 

1185 

3399 


56. 


TABLE  II.— INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  HOUSES. 


Number  of  houses  visited  in  consequence  of  presence  of  infectious 

345"^ 

XTnmbor  dici’nfpptofl  nndpr  Rnnorvisinn  . . . . . 

258 

ATnriibpr  dicn'nfpptpd  hv  InRnPP.tor  . . . . . 

49 

68 

biA/Co  DV-vA  V  v>\.L  Uv/  w  ••••••  -tvvvwvvv  %»•♦••*•••  »•••**•»•  »••••••««  •••••••• 

*  Many  of  these  were  visited  several  times. 


TABLE  III.— UNWHOLESOME  FOOD  DESTROYED. 


Beef  .  229  stones. 

Pork  . - .  31  stones. 

Mutton . 22  lbs. 

Fish  .  20  lbs. 

Fruit  . . 5  baskets. 


A  larg-e  quantity  of  meat  reported  unsound,  notably  the  flesh  of  cattle  slaughtered 
whilst  in  an  incipient  stage  of  foot  and  mouth  disease,  was  examined  but  not  seized, 
the  Medical  Ofiicer  considering  it  not  unfit  for  food. 


TABLE  IV.— PROCEEDINGS  BEFORE  THE  JUSTICES. 


NUISANCES. 

No.  of 
Cases. 

Results, 

Penalties. 

Houses  unfit  for  habitation . 

Want  of  water-closet  accommo- 

3 

Their  use  as 
habitati  ons 
prohibited  un¬ 
der  97th  sec¬ 
tion  of  Public 
Health  Act.... 

Costs. 

dation  . 

3 

Orders  to  abate 

do. 

Defective  privy  accommodation 

6 

do. 

do. 

Defective  drainage  . . 

6 

do. 

12s.  6d.  and  costs. 

Want  of  ventilation... . 

-• 

i 

Order  to  abate 

Costs. 

Accumulations  of  refuse  . 

3 

1  Order  to  abate, 
2  withdrawn, 
on  defendants 
undertaking  to 
comply  with 
notices . 

do. 

Stagnant  water  in  cellar  . 

1 

Order  to  abate 

do. 

AVant  of  subsoil  drainage  . 

1 

Dismissedf . 

do. 

Filthy  dwelling-house . . 

Defective  midden  (disobeying 

1 

Order  to  abate 

do. 

Justices’  order) . 

Dilapidated  house  (disobeying 
Justices’  order  1 . 

1 

Conviction . 

£2  and  costs. 

1 

do  .... 

£5  and  costs. 

£10. 

Smoke  nuisances . 

4 

Convictions  . . . 

Totals . 

31 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

£17  12s.  6d. 

f  Through  informality. 


PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

Convictions  . 


Samples  of  Milk  taken .  8 

Adulterated .  8 

Informations  . 8 


.  7 

Dismissed  .  1 

Fines . £7  10s.  and  Costs. 


APPENDIX  [F.] 


TABLE  OF  DEATHS 


During  the  year  1876,  in  the  Urlan  Sanitary  District  of  South  Shields,  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities,  and  showing  also  the  Population 

of  such  Localities,  and  the  Births  therein  during  the  year. 


Population 

2 

PS 

(A. )  Names  of  Localities  (beinsr 

AT 

ALL  Ages. 

Moetalitt  from  all  causes,  at. 
SUBJOINED  Ages.* * * § 

Mobtalitt  peom 

SUBJOINED 

CAUSES,  niSIINGUISHIHO  DEATHS  IN  Pebsons  unpeb  Fite  Yeabs  oe  Age, 

.■s 

QQ 

Parishes,  Townships,  Wards, 
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. 
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*  The  deaths  that  occurred  in  Public  Institutions  have  as  far  as  possible,  for  the  purposes  of  this  classification,  been  distributed  to  the  Districts  from  which  the  deceased  persons  were 
removed.  The  deaths  in  the  Workhouse  amongst  persons  belonging  to  other  Districts  of  the  South  Shields  Union  are  not  included  in  this  table. 

f  This  information  cannot  be  obtained. 

J  The  figures  in  this  column  represent  the  number  of  deaths  other  than  those  that  have  been  distributed  to  the  several  Districts  as  described  above.  la  all  76  deaths  occurred  in  the 
Workhouse,  and  of  these  61  were  amongst  persons  belonging  to  South  Shields. 

§  The  same  course  has  been  taken  in  respect  of  the  deaths  in  tide  Fever  Hospital. 


APPENDIX  [G  ]  BOROUGH  OF  SOUTH  SHIELDS 
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